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MAC Newsletter 
Preserving the Documents of the Past and Making Them Accessible to the Future! 
Volume 40, Nwnber 3 (158) 
Did You Renew Your 
MAC Membership? 
Did you renew your Midwest Ar-
chives Conference membership for 
2013? Thanks to your involvement, 
MAC benefits its members in many 
ways, and at a very affordable price. 
Renewing your membership ensures 
your eligibility to vote in the upcom-
ing spring election and keeps you in 
touch through the MAC Newsletter, 
Archival Issues, our Annual Meeting, 
Fall Symposium, and other services. 
This year, go green! For the first 
time, MAC is asking members to 
consider electronic-only delivery of 
MAC publications. On your renewal 
form, please consider checking off 
the "on-line only" option for delivery 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Indianapolis, Indiana, skyline, 2012. Courtesy visitindy.com. 
MACers, It's Time to Start Your Engines! 
Whether you call it the "Circle City," "Crossroads of America," or '~mateur 
Sports Capital," MAC is excited to return to Indianapolis on April 18- 20, 2013! 
During the past 25 years, the downtown has experienced a renaissance, and 
MAC will be in the heart of it, headquartered at 
the centrally-located Hyatt Regency hotel with 
easy access to several cultural heritage institu-
tions- not to mention dining and shopping at 
the massive Circle Centre Mall! 
When Indiana became a state in 1816, most 
settlement was along its southern border at the 
Ohio River, but the early government knew Harry MacQuinn and Ralph 
that development wotJd continue and sought Keller photograph, 1934. Cour-
to establish the state capital near the center tesy Indiana Historical Society. 
of the state. In 1820, a state capital selection committee arrived on horseback 
and located the new capital where White River and Fall Creek met. Alexander 
Ralston, who worked with Washington D.C.'s 
designer Pierre L'Enfant, laid out the new 
capital, with four broad avenues radiating from 
a central circle. 
Downtown Indianapolis quickly became a 
commercial center. Its two main streets-
Washington Street, running east and west, 
and Meridian Street, running north and 
south-became the focal point for development, 
and many of the buildings remaining along 
both streets today were built at the turn of the 
(Continued on page 3) 
Monument Circl.e aerial view 
photograph, c. 1960s. Courtesy 




Archives Research Center 
1707 South Orchard Street 
Urbana, IL 61801 
Dear MACers: 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
January 2013 
It's hard to believe that 2012 has come and gone. The fall months disappear so quickly, perhaps because so much is going 
on! As you will see, MAC has had a productive fall. 
In October, 97 archivists and educators came together in Cincinnati to explore the topic "Engaging with Students and 
Teachers: Integrating Primary Sources in K- 16 Curricula." Attendees left the meeting energized by the discussion and armed 
with new ideas to revolutionize their teaching. Great thanks go to Symposium Planning Committee Chairs Lisa Sjoberg 
(Program) and Anne Ryckbost (Local Arrangements) and their Committee members: George Bain, Gregory J. Kocken, 
Doris Malkmus, and Kathryn Otto (Program); and Kevin Grace, Christine Schmid Engels, Diane Mallstrom, Stephanie 
L. Moll Bricking, and Lucy Putnam (Local Arrangements). It truly was an outstanding experience in a beautiful setting. 
Also in October, Council reluctantly accepted Kathy Koch's resignation from Council. Kathy has formerly served MAC 
as newsletter editor, and, more recently, as a Council member, with dedication, skill, and a lot of hard work. We thank her 
for her service and wish her well in her future endeavors. To fill this vacancy, we consulted the 2012 election results and are 
happy to announce that Erik Nordberg has agreed to serve the remainder of this term. Welcome, Erik, and many thanks! 
The primary focus of Council's fall meeting was the budget. Please pay close attention to Treasurer Daardi Sizemore's 
report (pages 14- 15), which outlines in detail MA C's financial situation and Council's rationale for proposing a membership 
dues increase for 2014. Council managed to hold off this increase for 12 years by drawing on MAC's fund reserves to meet 
budget deficits. Inflation and the cost of significant and needed services, including DMN as our administrative service 
provider (2007) and MemberClicks for our on-line needs (2009), have made this practice unsustainable. Council proposes 
this dues increase in concert with implementing cost-saving initiatives, such as establishing the "Go Green" publications 
campaign, hiring a cost-effective printer and merchant service provider, and strengthening our development efforts to bolster 
advertising income and sponsorships. Furthermore, MAC is investing our reserve monies in ways that will expand MAC's 
membership offerings through an educational endowment to fund initiatives such as the Speaker's Bureau and to provide 
more scholarships to meetings. Please feel free to contact me or other Council members with questions and comments about 
this proposal. It will be an important vote at the Members' Meeting in Indianapolis 2013. 
Earlier last fall, we were informed of UNITE HERE's global boycott of the Hyatt hotel chain, which will affect both 
our Annual Meeting in Indianapolis and the Fall Symposium in Green Bay. Read more about this issue on page 6 in the 
newsletter. Council is taking this matter very seriously by drafting a "values statement" for hotel selection procedures that 
will guide our actions in the future. More to come. 
Finally, I want to thank Anke Voss and the Nominating Committee for putting together a great slate of candidates. You 
don't have to run for office to get involved. The volunteer form on the main page of the MAC Web site is active throughout 
the year. And, thanks to Web master Stephanie Giordano, I receive E-mail updates each time a new form is submitted, 
enabling me to forward your information to committees of interest more quickly. 
As always, please contact me at any time at eswain@illinois.edu or 217-333-7841. 
Best wishes, 
<itw b~ 
Ellen D. Swain 
President, Midwest Archives Conference 
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MAC NeWS-Adriana Cuervo, Assistant Editor, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign 
MAC Annual Meeting 
(Continued from page I) 
twentieth century. Indianapolis also became a cultural 
center with poet James Whitcomb Riley, author Booth 
Tarkington, and suffragette May Wright Sewall among its 
most notable residents. 
Indianapolis was an early player in the automobile industry, 
ranking fourth in the U.S. in 1910, but its car companies 
never got into mass production. Instead, Hoosiers focused 
on the manufacturing of parts, which became a focus for 
several local industries. Fascinated with bicycle and auto 
racing, Carl G. Fisher, partnering with James Allison 
and Fred Avery, bought the Prest-o-Lite Storage Battery 
Company, which went on to build acetylene headlamps 
in 1904. After a series of explosions in a near downtown 
factory, they moved the plant to the town of Speedway, on 
the south side of Indianapolis near the newly established 
race track that had been built in 1909 to test cars and that 
later became the home of the Indianapolis 500-Mile Race 
(first held in May 1911). 
The city continued to grow and, during World War II, truly 
became the crossroads of America, as one estimate said over 
six million members of the military came through the city 
as they moved to points east, west, north, and south. As 
the suburbs developed surrounding the city, new roads and 
highways grew around and through the city. 
In the 1980s, Indianapolis became the "Amateur Sports 
Capital," hosting the National Sports Festival in 1982 
and the Pan Am Games in 1987. It also became home to 
several amateur sports associations, including the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) in 1999. And 
Indianapolis is not just a home for amateur athletes. Many 
know the story of the Baltimore Colts' surprise move to the 
Hoosier state in 1984, where they took up residence in the 
Hoosier Dome. The Indianapolis Colts now enjoy a beautiful 
new home in Lucas Oil Stadiwn, and the city hosted Super 
Bowl XLVI in 2012. 
As part of city redevelopment, several of the buildings that 
once housed department stores were transformed into the 
aforementioned Circle Centre Mall, beginning in 1989. 
White River State Park, established in the early 1980s, is 
located within walking distance of downtown and borders 
both sides of the White River, where visitors can enjoy the 
Indianapolis Zoo, the NCAA Hall of Fame Museum, and 
the Indiana State Museum. 
How will MACers find time to see all of this, you ask? 
Arrive early enough for Thursday morning's tours! For 
those interested in discovering more about the history of 
Indianapolis' significant buildings and monuments and 
learning how the city became the state capital, the Local 
Arrangements Committee (LAC) has arranged for guided 
walking tours. A two-hour guided motor coach tour will be 
available as well, featuring the historic Morris-Butler House 
and the newly restored Indiana Landmarks Foundation 
Center. Other opportunities include tours through the 
Indiana State Library and Indiana State Historical Society, 
which will give you a behind-the-scenes glimpse at the 
library and archival work of your Hoosier colleagues. And 
finally, we continue to hear about the health benefits of 
drinking wine, so if you would like to enjoy local Indiana 
wines while you're here, join the LAC on an evening tour of 
the Chateau Thomas Winery. For over 28 years, Chateau 
Thomas Winery has been crafting wines across the country, 
making more than 50 varieties. 
Before you leave town, 
be sure to visit the 
Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, one of the 
world's largest historic 
race tracks, which 
includes the Hall of 
Fame Museum. The 
museum features over Hall of Fame Museum, lndianap-
30,000 square feet of olis Motor Speedway photograph, 
displays, including 75 2012. Cottrtesy visitindy.com. 
vehicles, racing equipment, an extensive trophy collection, 
and a theatre showing rare, historic footage of the 
Indianapolis 500. 
If you leave Indiana hungry, it's through no fault of the 
city! From the legendary shrimp cocktails at St. Elmo's 
Steakhouse to the po-boys at Pap Roux's, Indianapolis 
restaurants can please a multitude of palates and 
pocketbooks. Among the possibilities for restaurant 
tours are the historic and revived City Market, the more 
expensive (but worth it) St. Elmo's Steakhouse, or Yats 
for affordable Cajun cuisine. Want other options? How 
about Bazbeaux Pizza, Bru Burger Bar, Slippery Noodle 
Inn (Indiana's oldest bar), Mesh, Earth House, R Bistro, 
Maxine's Chicken and Waffles, or the Rathskeller-
(Cominued on page 4) 
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Adriana Cuervo, Assistant Editor--------------------------
MAC Annual Meeting 
(Continued from pnge 3) 
downtown in the historic 19th century Athenaeum 
Building. 
The MAC reception will be held Thursday evening 
from 5:00 P.M.-7:00 P.M. at the Indiana State Library, 
located just a short walk from our conference hotel. 
The Indiana State Library, established in 1825, moved 
to its current location in 1934. Designed by Pierre and 
Wright, the building is Neo-Classical with Art Deco 
details and has stained glass windows, murals, and other 
details honoring Indiana's history. The Library is home 
to a general reference collection, Indiana history and 
genealogy, talking book and Braille library, services for 
Indiana's libraries, and the Indiana Historical Bureau. At 
one time, both the Indiana State Archives and the Indiana 
Indiana State Library 
interior photograph, c. 
1950s. Co1mesy Indiana 
State Library. 
Historical Society called the 
State Library home. A special 
exhibit on the Indianapolis 
500 will be available to 
attendees. 
Obviously, the LAC has been 
hard at work to make sure you 
enjoy your down time, but we 
cannot forget the main event! 
The Program Committee 
received a number of excellent 
proposals and has completed 
the tough work of selecting 
those sessions that will provide 
a full and varied educational 
experience for attendees. 
Our program lineup includes 17 regular panel sessions 
on donor relations and problematic gifts; collections 
management for a variety of community records, including 
linguistic and congressional materials; regional and local 
collaborations; documentation strategies for everyday 
records and in times of tragedy; job hunting, leadership, 
and management issues; and social media use for outreach 
and document description. 
Also included this year are a lightning round on Civil 
War collections, a graduate student poster gallery, 
and a lunchtime presentation for a product update on 
ArchivesSpace, the collaborative integration of Archon and 
Archivists' Toolkit for managing descriptive information 
for archives, manuscripts, and digital objects. 
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Leading off the program is our plenary speaker, Francesca 
Coppa, a founding board member of the Organization for 
Transformative Works (OTW), as well as director of film 
studies and associate professor of English at Muhlenberg 
College. OTW is a nonprofit organization established by 
fans to serve the interests of fans by providing access to and 
preserving the history of fan works and fan culture in its 
myriad forms. Coppa's speech, "Building Archives of Our 
Own: Fans Conserving Fanwork," will both introduce fan 
works as an alternative, subterranean literature and arts 
culture, and describe the many ways fans have worked over 
the years to distribute and preserve that culture through 
zine libraries, hand-coded on-line archives, song tape 
circles, and, more recently, the creation of the Fan Culture 
Preservation Project and the Archive of Our Own. Coppa 
will also discuss the challenges and solutions-some quite 
ingenious-that fans have created for distributing and 
preserving fan works. 
Keep up with all the latest Meeting information and more 
details regarding your visit to Indianapolis on the LAC 
conference blog at http://2013mac.wordpress.com/, and 
please feel free to contact the 2013 LAC Cochairs Noraleen 
Young (noraleenyoung@sbcglobal.net) and Dina Kellams 
(dmkellam@indiana.edu) with any questions. The MAC 
Web site will also have breaking information, so stay tuned! 
Vroom vroom! 
MAC Membership Renewal 
(Continued from page 1) 
of the MAC Newsletter and Archival Issues. You will be 
notified by E-mail when the new publication is available 
on the MAC Web site. For resource planning purposes, 
MAC will only make changes to your delivery choices 
during each renewal period. 
Renewing on-line is easy. Go to MAC's Web site (https:// 
midwestarc.memberclicks. net/) and click the login icon in 
the upper right-hand corner and enter your personalized 
login information to gain access to the Members' Only 
Homepage. Prefer to pay with a check? You can sti 11 renew 
that way, too. Just download, print out, complete, and 
postal mail the renewal form linked from http://www 
.midwestarchives.org/renewal. Instructions are included 
on the form. 
Thank you for being part of MAC, and we look forward 
to your continued involvement! 
MAC NEWS-continued 
Adriana Cuervo, Assistant Editor--------------------------
Engaging Students and Teachers: 
Integrating Primary Sources in K-16 Curricula 
On October 18- 20, approximately one hundred archivists, 
graduate students, and educators united for the 2012 Fall 
Symposium "Engaging Students and Teachers: Integrating 
Primary Sources in K- 16 
Curricula." The Symposium 
Organizing Committee owes 
a huge thank-you to our well-
prepared, dynamic speakers: 
Stacia Kuceyeski, Deanna 
Sell now, and Peter Carini, as 
well as our panel presenters: 
Gino Pasi, Kris Maldre, and 
Sister Mary Aloyse. The 
speakers enthusiastically 
discussed unique methods 
for working with primary 
sources and helped us better understand our audiences and 
their needs. A thank-you also goes to all of the participants 
who engaged with the content and actively participated in 
the group activities. It was particularly thrilling to hear a 
social studies teacher say that she would be implementing 
a new primary source activity the following week when 
she returned to the classroom. 
All of us who served on the Symposium Organizing Com-
mittee enjoyed working on this event. We were happy to 
hear from those who attended that the Symposium had 
accomplished our goals. Here are some comments from 
the participants: 
"The symposium was fabulous .... I got a lot out 
of it personally and really enjoy the different 
approach and concentration on a specific topic 
in-depth and with some hands-on learning." 
"Great opportunity to gain new ideas as well as 
trnderstand the subject matter." 
"It heightened my interest and knowledge of how 
important it is for archivists to play an active 
role/leader as educators in teaching with primary 
sources." 
"It was a truly enjoyable symposium at which I felt 
I learned a great deal. Thank you for sponsoring 
such a helpful event." 
"This was really one of the best programs I've 
been to. I thought the speakers were all excellent 
and provided a lot of perspectives. Best of all, I 
took away lots of ideas for how I can build a better 
instruction program at my library. Thanks so 
much for a fantastic (and economical!) 1.5 days!" 
Thanks to all who made the Symposium a tremendous 
success! We hope that the lessons learned from the 
Symposium will be nurtured and applied to create 
engaging, effective methods for primary source use in 
the classroom. 
Upcoming MAC Meeting 
Sites and Dates 
Annual Meeting, 2013 
Indianapolis, IN 
April 17- 20, 2013 
Fall Symposium, 2013 
Green Bay, WI 
September 25- 27, 2013 
Annual Meeting, 2014 
Kansas City, MO 
April 24- 26, 2014 
Fall Symposium, 2014 
Champaign-Urbana, IL 
October 23- 25, 2014 
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Adriana Cuervo, Assistant Editor 
Hotels, Unions, and MAC Values
By Janet Olson, Northwestern University
As many MAC members will recall, in 2011, SAA was 
forced to make a difficult decision when the conference 
hotel for the Annual Meeting in Chicago, the Hyatt 
Regency Riverwalk, became involved in a labor dispute 
with members of the hotel workers’ union UNITE HERE. 
Union members announced plans for a strike during the 
meeting. Representatives of UNITE HERE contacted 
SAA leadership and local archivists to state their case 
and to recommend that SAA pull out of its contract with 
Hyatt, even though it had been signed long before the 
dispute began between the hotel and the union. After 
much discussion and input from members, SAA Council 
concluded that although SAA supported the efforts of 
workers to seek fairness in the workplace, “given the 
significant cost of cancelling the current hotel contract, 
as well as concerns associated with finding an appropriate 
alternative venue, it is prudent for the Society to proceed 
as contracted for the 2011 Annual Meeting.” 
Now MAC Council is facing a similar scenario with the 
conference hotels it has chosen for the 2013 Annual Meet-
ing in Indianapolis and Fall Symposium in Green Bay. 
UNITE HERE is asking MAC to pull out of its signed 
contracts with the Indianapolis and Green Bay Hyatts. As 
with SAA’s conference in Chicago, MAC’s contracts had 
been signed before the labor issues arose. As SAA Council 
did, MAC Council has considered and discussed the issue 
from all angles. And, like SAA Council in 2011, MAC has 
decided to go ahead with the contracted hotels, for the 
same reasons: the cost of canceling the contract and the 
uncertainty (and increased cost) of finding an alternative 
venue at this late date.
Since many MAC members are familiar with the SAA case, 
which became quite controversial, it seems worthwhile to 
examine MAC’s decision, and to point out differences as 
well as similarities between the two situations. 
In 2011, SAA faced the unwelcome prospect of asking 
meeting attendees to cross picket lines at a hotel where 
the unionized workers were on strike, protesting poor 
working conditions and benefit cuts. In MAC’s case, the 
Indianapolis and Green Bay Hyatts are non-union hotels, 
which UNITE HERE is asking MAC to boycott in sup-
port of union organizers. UNITE HERE’s action is part 
of its global boycott of Hyatt, with the goal of establishing 
unions as well as improving working conditions in union-
ized properties. The boycott was initiated in 2012—long 
after MAC signed both contracts. 
Both UNITE HERE and Hyatt Properties have stated 
their positions in communications with MAC Council and 
committee members. However, it is not MAC’s intention 
or its mission to arbitrate between the two parties. MAC 
Council’s first responsibility is to the MAC membership, 
and its decision does not reflect support or disrespect for 
either party. 
To understand MAC’s decision, it helps to know how the 
hotel contract with an organization like MAC is set up 
(anyone who has worked the hotel end of an LAC gets 
an unexpected education in the hospitality industry). 
Contracts are negotiated and signed one to three years 
in advance of the meeting, and terms include a steep 
financial penalty for cancelling a contract, based on a 
percentage of the hotel’s potential loss of room and food/
beverage income. Thus the cancellation penalty for a 
typical MAC annual meeting—contracting for 300+ 
room-nights and over $10,000 in food/beverage services 
(for breaks, etc.)—would be close to $40,000. In addition 
to the penalty for pulling out of a signed contract, MAC 
would incur additional expenses in trying to find another 
hotel that meets our criteria of location, affordable room 
rates, and reasonable charges for meeting rooms and food/
beverage services. MAC cannot afford the financial loss, 
especially at a time when the organization is working to 
stabilize its finances. 
As a result of these recent experiences, both SAA and 
MAC are changing the way they approach meeting 
planning and related decisions. To underline the role that 
responsible values and attitudes play in the organizations’ 
decision-making, SAA Council has established a Social 
Responsibility Task Force, and MAC Council is working 
on a Statement of Values that will express MAC’s 
commitment to social justice. These actions will help 
guide future meeting planning, ensuring that venues 
and vendors meet MAC’s defined standards for social 
responsibility. 
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2013 MAC Leadership  
Candidates Announced 
The Nominating Committee of Anke Voss (chair), 
Alison Stankrauff, and Michelle Sweetser announce 
that the following members have agreed to run for 
office in the upcoming election. The Nominating 
Committee determined the slate using the MAC 
nominating guidelines. 
President (one position)
Amy Cooper-Cary, Marquette University (WI)
David McCartney, University of Iowa (IA)
Secretary (one position)
Michael Doylen, University of  
Wisconsin–Milwaukee (WI)
Rachel Vagts, Luther College (IA)
Council (two positions)
Mary Ellen Ducey, University of Nebraska (NE)
Kathy Hertel-Baker, Sisters of Charity of 
Nazareth (KY)
Meg Miner, Illinois Wesleyan University (IL)
Erik Moore, University of Minnesota (MN)
Nominating Committee (two positions) 
Paul Eisloeffel, Nebraska State Historical Society 
(NE)
Ann Kenne, University of St. Thomas (MN)
Morgen MacIntosh Hodgetts, DePaul University 
(IL)
Mark Myers, Kentucky Department for Libraries 
and Archives (KY)
Voting will take place electronically via the MAC 
Web site from February 1 through March 1, 2013. 
If you need to request a paper ballot, please contact 
MAC Secretary Joshua Ranger. As in years past, the 
candidates’ biographical information and statements 
will be posted on the MAC Web site prior to the 
election: http://www .midwestarchives.org/.
The elected officers will begin their terms at the 
conclusion of the annual Members’ Meeting in April 
2013.
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Bowen Scholarship Applications
MAC is soliciting applications for its annual Louisa Bowen 
Memorial Scholarship for Graduate Students in Archival 
Administration. The scholarship is designed to provide 
financial assistance to a resident or full-time student of 
the MAC region who is pursuing graduate education in 
archival administration. One award, comprising a $750 
scholarship and a one-year membership to MAC, will be 
presented in 2013.
In order to be eligible for the scholarship, the applicant 
must be a resident of or full-time student residing in one 
of the following states: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin; be 
currently enrolled in or accepted into a graduate, multi-
course program in archival administration; have a grade 
point average of at least 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) in his or her 
academic program; and, if the program is not listed in 
the SAA Directory of Archival Education (http://www 
.archivists .org/prof-education/edd-index.asp), the ap-
plicant must provide proof of the multi-course standard 
by submitting copies of course descriptions from the 
institution’s current departmental catalog. Application 
information is available on the MAC Web site at http://
www.midwestarchives.org/bowen, or from the Bowen 
Scholarship Committee Chair Helen Conger at:
Helen Conger






Applications must be received electronically or postmarked 
by March 1, 2013. Awards will be announced at the 
Annual Meeting.
Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship 
Applications Solicited
MAC is soliciting applications for the 2013 Archie Mot-
ley Memorial Scholarship for Minority Students. The 
scholarship is designed to provide financial assistance to 
minority students pursuing graduate education in archival 
administration and to encourage ethnic diversification of 
the MAC membership and of the archival profession as a 
whole. Two $750 scholarships, accompanied by one-year 
memberships to MAC, will be awarded. 
In order to be eligible for a scholarship, the applicant must 
be of African, American Indian, Asian or Pacific Islander, 
or Latino descent; must be a student currently enrolled in 
or accepted in a graduate, multicourse program in archival 
administration; and must have a grade point average of at 
least 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) in his or her academic program. If 
the program is not listed in the SAA Directory of Archival 
Education, http://archivists.org/prof-education/edd-index 
.asp, the applicant must provide proof of the multicourse 
standard by submitting copies of course descriptions from 
the institution’s current departmental catalog. Applicants 
are not required to be residents of or attend school in the 
MAC region. 
Applications are available from the MAC Web site, http://
www.midwestarchives.org, or the Archie Motley Memo-
rial Scholarship for Minority Students Committee Chair 
Alison Stankrauff at:
Alison Stankrauff
Archivist and Associate Librarian
Franklin D. Schurz Library
Indiana University South Bend
P.O. Box 7111
South Bend, Indiana 46634
(574) 520-4392
astankra@iusb.edu
Applications must be postmarked by March 1, 2013. 
Awards will be announced no later than June 1. 
MAC NEWS-continued 
Adriana Cuervo, Assistant Editor--------------------------
Correction: We apologize for the confusion regarding the two winners of the Archie Motley MemoriaJ Scholar-
ship for Minority Students. Both essays have been reprinted here with the proper corresponding photographs and 
author information. 
Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship Recipients Say "Thank You" 
By Jarrett Drake, 2012 recipient of the Archie Motley Memorial 
Scholarship for Minority Students and the Emeritus Scholarship 
for First-Time MAC Meeting Attendees 
I am greatly indebted to the 
Midwest Archives Conference 
for awarding me both the 
Emeritus Scholarship for First-
Time MAC Meeting Attendees 
and the Archie Motley Memorial 
Scholarship for Minority 
Students. As I prepared for my 
trip to Grand Rapids, I had three 
learning objectives in mind. 
They included meeting peers from other archival education 
programs, learning from leaders in the archival profession, 
and contributing student work to the archival discourse. 
This was quite an ambitious endeavor, but with the help of 
the MAC membership, I accomplished aU three! 
I knew I was among friends as soon as I met Beth Myers 
(Loyola University Chicago), chairof the session in which I 
presented my student research paper. Though it was not my 
first conference presentation, her welcoming spirit provided 
me invaluable composure before Leslie VanVeen (Wayne 
State University M.L.I.S. student) and I stood up in front 
of a room full of professionals daring to claim that we knew 
what we were talking about and had the evidence to prove 
it. I commend Leslie's research, and find it remarkable how 
closely our work connected thematically and our interests 
aligned personally. I enjoyed hearing how our experiences 
compared and contrasted benveen the Wayne State and 
Michigan programs. 
The Pals Program, which I recommend to every first-time 
attendee, proved to be immensely useful in acclimating 
me to the conference overall. I had the pleasure of being 
matched with Carrie Daniels of the University of Louisville. 
The chance to speak with her extensively during the 
Opening Reception instilled a certain confidence for 
navigating not only tl1e remainder of the conference but 
also the beginning of my archival career. Listening to her 
share how she's traversed the profession was both refreshing 
and encouraging. 
(Continued on page JO) 
By Nicholas Beyelia, 2012 recipient of the 
Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship 
for Minority Students 
About two years ago, I was 
having a conversation with my 
friend's father, who happens to 
be a history professor at Loyola 
University. He had given me 
advice on academic matters 
for the past few years, and I let 
him know that I was seriously 
considering moving into the 
archival profession. He was 
fascinated by the direction my studies in the discipline of 
history had suddenly taken and proceeded to teU me about 
a man who had literally changed the archival profession 
and ensured that the historical record would be one that 
included voices at the periphery of American society. That 
was the first time I heard the name "Archie Motley." During 
the next year, I familiarized myself with Mr. Motley, his 
work, and his legacy, so being a recipient of this scholarship, 
needless to say, means a great deal to me. 
I earned my B.A. and M.A. in history at California State 
University, Los Angeles (CSULA), and I am in the process 
of working towards an M.L.I.S. through San Jose State 
University. My goal is to be an archivist. I have been 
fommate enough to engage in a number of activities while at 
CSULA, including serving as editor-in-chief of the student 
journal in history and president of the Eta Xi Chapter of 
the Phi Alpha Theta Honor Society in history. I have also 
been the recipient offellowships, including California State 
University's Sally Casanova Fellowship, which funded my 
internship at The Archive Center of The Smitl1Sonian 
NationaJ Museum of American History. 
I had been working towards a graduate degree in history 
because I was determined to discover areas of American 
history that had either been left out of the "official" record 
or had otherwise been unexplored. While doing my 
graduate research, I visited a number of arcl1ives and was 
overwhelmed by the realization that my research would 
not be possible if someone had not bothered to preserve 
(Continued 011 page JO) 
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As referenced earlier, I had the benefit of presenting a 
student paper, “Occupying the Ivory Tower.” When I first 
began the assignment in September of 2011, I mentioned 
to my professor (David Wallace) that I intended to 
present the outcome of my work in a forum of some sort, 
but I had no clue then that this audience would include 
such an esteemed group of seasoned professionals and 
innovative practitioners. The questions and feedback I 
received were extremely helpful, especially those from Greg 
Kinney (Bentley Historical Library), Alexis Braun Marks 
(Eastern Michigan University Archives), and Tamar 
Chute (Ohio State University). Michiganders are taught 
to view with suspicion anyone from the state of Ohio, 
but I must say that my conversation with Tamar after the 
session’s conclusion was one of the most enriching I had 
all weekend. For that, I am thankful.
Finally, attending the MAC Members’ Meeting was the 
capstone of my weekend. MAC turned 40 years old, so 
it was a time for celebration and reflection, an occasion 
not lost upon many of the founding pioneers of MAC. 
Unfortunately, one such pioneer, Archie Motley, is no 
longer with us. I am deeply humbled to have received a 
scholarship in his name, and seeing the outpouring of 
emotion from his peers demonstrates the principles for 
which he stood. What’s more, seeing MAC’s commitment 
to diversifying the profession signals—to me, anyway—
that though Archie is gone, his legacy marches onward 
through the many lives he touched. I am but one 
beneficiary of this legacy, and I look forward to furthering 
the goals of the scholarship and the archival profession. 
I thank all MAC members for their generous support!
Jarrett Drake, 2012 Recipient
(Continued from page 9)
Nicholas Beyelia, 2012 Recipient
(Continued from page 9)
the documents I was utilizing. That revelation made me 
want to become an archivist. I wholeheartedly believe the 
best way to promote history is to have a direct hand in 
its preservation.
As a Latino of both Mexican-American and Argentinian 
background, I know what it is like to be underrepresented, 
and how challenging it can be. I understand how diversity 
can shape collections and give us a better understanding 
of the American experience. I also recognize how diversity 
can inspire a new generation of professionals, and I 
appreciate that the Midwest Archives Conference makes 
this a priority through offering the Motley Scholarship. 
As an archivist, I expect to engage in preserving a variety 
of materials, but I want to ensure that the institution where 
I work will be dedicated to non-written documentation 
that, without archivist intervention, could be overlooked. 
As a history student, I was introduced to oral history as 
a primary source and utilized it extensively throughout 
my writing. I conducted and collected oral histories with 
Mexican-Americans who worked in agricultural settings as 
children between 1930 and 1964. At the time, I only used 
these testimonies to develop an original research paper, but 
I hope to do much more with them as an archivist. When 
I enter the profession, I hope to be able to add these oral 
histories to the repository where I work, and I intend to 
continue conducting them for researcher use. Another of 
my objectives is to establish a collection of oral histories 
with other “ordinary,” underrepresented individuals who 
were involved with extraordinary moments in our national 
history. 
For me, an archivist is the only person with the means and 
skills to ensure that the entire story of our national history 
survives intact, and I am thrilled to say that I will be one 
of the people who makes that happen. This scholarship 
has, without question, brought me one step closer to that 
goal. Thank you, MAC! 
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Emeritus Scholarship for First-Time MAC Meeting Attendees
Emeritus Membership Award Recipient
Each year the MAC Membership Committee solicits 
nominations from the membership for candidates to be 
awarded the status of Emeritus Member. The nominee 
must be retired from archival work and have been a MAC 
member for a minimum of 10, not necessarily consecutive, 
years. More importantly, nominees must have made a 
significant and substantial contribution to MAC during 
their archival careers.
The Emeritus Membership Award and special member-
ship status of Emeritus Member were created to recognize 
those who have contributed to the success, growth, and 
visibility of MAC through committee work, program-
ming, outreach, and governance. The Award intends to 
recognize those who work behind the scenes for MAC, as 
well as those who have been honored by election to office.
The MAC Membership Committee is pleased to announce 
that this year’s recipient of the Emeritus Membership 
Award is Anne P. Diffendal, a consulting historian and 
archivist. Diffendal was nominated by Jane Kenamore.
Diffendal’s entire professional career has been dedicated to 
archives and historical scholarship. She served as executive 
director of the Society of American Archivists from 1991 
to 1994; prior to that, she was manuscripts curator at the 
Nebraska State Historical Society from 1974 to 1987, and 
a history instructor, first at St. Dominic College, and later 
at the University of Nebraska at Lincoln.
Diffendal’s service to MAC is exceptional. She served as 
chair of the editorial board of the Midwestern Archivist 
and its Nominating Committee, was a member of the 
Governing Council, and served on numerous program and 
local arrangements committees. She presented numerous 
papers on topics ranging from access in international 
archives to challenges of processing, and has advocated 
for regional archival associations.
In her nomination statement, Jane Kenamore wrote, 
“I know how much Anne puts into everything she 
undertakes. You can be sure that every service item and 
presentation listed represents many, many hours of work 
done to perfection. I sincerely know of no one who deserves 
Emeritus Membership more than Anne Diffendal.”
The MAC Emeritus Scholarship provides a one-time 
travel stipend of up to $500, or two $250 stipends, to 
graduate students or practicing archivists who have not 
previously attended a MAC meeting. The award may 
be used to cover registration, travel, lodging, workshop 
fees, and any other meeting expenses. MAC membership 
is not required, nor do applicants need to reside in the 
MAC region. The scholarship was envisioned by emeritus 
member Tim Ericson, and initial funding was provided 
by other MAC emeriti.
Applications for the scholarship may be downloaded 
from the MAC Web site at http://midwestarchives .org. 
See “MAC Emeritus Scholarship” under “Awards.” 
Applications must include an essay of no more than five 
hundred words and one letter of support. Applications 
and supporting documentation may be submitted either 
electronically or by postal mail, and must be received by 
February 1, 2013. Electronic submissions are preferred. 
Please send all submission information to Lydia Lucas, 
chair of the Selection Committee at:
Lydia Lucas




Award winner(s) are also expected to write an essay for the 
MAC Newsletter on their experiences at the meeting and 
its importance to their professional development.
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Summary of Minutes of the Midwest Archives Conference Council Meeting 
Thursday, October 18, 2012
Below constitutes only a summary of the Council minutes 
for October 18, 2012. For the full minutes and submitted 
reports, please consult the MAC Web site, or contact Joshua 
Ranger at ranger@uwosh.edu or at Polk Library, 800 Algoma 
Blvd., Oshkosh, WI 54901. 
MAC Council met October 18, 2012 in the Radisson 
Hotel Cincinnati Riverfront, Covington, Kentucky, with 
all Council members in attendance, except Kathy Koch and 
Jennifer Johnson, who were not able to attend. 
President Ellen Swain reported that she was contacted by 
Council Member Kathy Koch, who expressed a desire to 
resign her position at MAC due to personal reasons. Swain 
said she wanted to talk to Koch more. If Koch resigns, 
Swain will ask the individual from the most recent Council 
election who received the second-most votes to serve 
the remainder of Koch’s term. That individual was Erik 
Nordberg of Michigan Technological University.
Swain continued her report, stating that MAC received a 
strong group of applications for its new Speakers’ Bureau but 
that she will continue to work to develop greater geographic 
representation with the Education Committee cochairs. 
To better inform future ex-officio and officer position- 
holders, Swain asked all incumbents of those positions to 
submit a report to her concerning their positions at the 2013 
Annual Meeting. The reports will include updated position 
descriptions and a timeline with typical action items 
required of the position throughout the year. Incumbents 
must also look at the Web page concerning their position 
to determine if that information is accurate. 
Swain concluded her report by stating that Robert Deland, 
archivist at Vandercook College in Chicago, expressed an 
interest in capturing oral histories documenting MAC 
history. Swain hoped that Council could identify oral 
historians around the region to do the work. Council 
Member and MAC Archivist Michael Doylen said the 
MAC Archives would be very happy to work on this project. 
Swain will discuss the project with Deland and consider 
a committee to help develop the questions and gather 
background information.
In her report, Vice President Menzi Behrnd-Klodt updated 
Council on upcoming meetings. She noted that while there 
was a low number of session proposals for the 2012 Annual 
Meeting, a much higher amount were submitted for the 
upcoming meeting in Indianapolis. Council discussed 
possible reasons for this, including the timing of the 
deadline with SAA’s Annual Meeting. Public Information 
Officer (PIO) Adriana Cuervo said that the deadline gets 
extended each year and that MAC should consider adopting 
a later deadline permanently. Behrnd-Klodt then addressed 
a request from the UNITE HERE hospitality workers union 
that MAC cancel its contract with the Hyatt Regency in 
Indianapolis and consider a different location for its 2013 
Annual Meeting. This request was part of UNITE HERE’s 
call for a worldwide boycott of all Hyatt properties. Council 
discussed the matter in detail, noting that at the time MAC 
signed the agreement, the boycott had not been called. 
Council agreed with President Swain and Vice President 
Behrnd-Klodt that due to the costs involved and the lack 
of suitable alternatives, MAC cannot consider canceling 
its contract with the Hyatt. Council decided to prepare a 
statement expressing its position and also develop a values 
statement and assign additional research responsibilities for 
local arrangement committees that will help guide future 
meeting arrangements. 
Behrnd-Klodt reported that plans for both the 2013 
Annual Meeting and Symposium are going well, and 
reminded Council that the contract with the Kansas City 
hotel for the 2014 Annual Meeting has been signed. For 
the 2013 Symposium in Green Bay, Council approved a 
“second attendee” program that will allow an additional 
individual (not a MAC member) from an attendee’s 
institution to come at a reduced rate. It is hoped that this 
will encourage attendees to bring someone from their 
institution’s technology department to the Web services-
themed meeting. Behrnd-Klodt then asked Adrianna 
Cuervo to present her proposal for the 2014 Symposium 
to be held in Champaign–Urbana, Illinois. Cuervo hopes 
to develop a program either around the management of 
digital oral history collections or the care and preservation of 
photographic collections. Council expressed interest in both 
and voted to hold the meeting in Champaign–Urbana from 
October 23–25, 2014. Cuervo will form a committee and 
will develop the program in time for the Annual Meeting. 
Secretary Joshua Ranger presented his report, reminding 
Council that members renewing during the election period 
will now be able to vote. Previously, there was a February 1
deadline for renewal to qualify for voting in the election. 
The on-line voting process made this deadline irrelevant. 
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Ranger then updated Council on the recommendations 
of the On-line Publications Task Force. Starting this 
renewal period, MAC members will be asked to choose 
which delivery method of MAC publications they prefer: 
digital (by way of the MAC Web site) or the traditional 
paper copy sent by the mail. A small “Go Green” logo 
will be included in the renewal and new member forms 
to encourage members to consider electronic delivery. 
Ranger then reminded Council that this year’s Annual 
Meeting program will be electronic only. Council Member 
Doylen recommended that the Task Force deal with the 
ramifications that the move toward electronic publications 
will have for the MAC Archives. 
Swain presented the MAC Newsletter report on behalf of 
Editor Jennie Thomas and discussed publication schedules, 
copyediting, and printing issues.
PIO Adriana Cuervo then presented the report of the 
Marketing Tools Task Force. Cuervo began by distributing 
samples of MAC’s new business card with a unique 
presidential E-mail address. These cards can be used by 
officers and MAC representatives at archival events when 
appropriate. 
Cuervo then updated Council on the Task Force’s two 
current marketing campaigns. A sample postcard from 
the “Got Archives Get MAC!” campaign was shown. 
These postcards will be distributed by state reps for local 
history, library, and museum meeting organizers. After 
some changes to the design and text, these postcards will 
be ready for Council to approve before the Annual Meeting. 
For the Archival Issues (AI ) campaign, Cuervo showed 
Council a sample postcard. These would be distributed at 
MAC’s SAA table as well as at other regional organization 
meetings, encouraging archivists outside the MAC region 
to subscribe to Archival Issues using the upcoming AI-only 
subscription option. Cuervo discussed other options for 
using the image and text from this campaign, including 
advertising in other archival journals and newsletters, as 
well as through t-shirts and other merchandise. Council 
discussed these ideas and agreed to add some funding for 
t-shirts in the budget, in hopes that profits from shirt sales 
could be used for the newsletter ads. 
Treasurer Daardi Sizemore presented her report and the 
budget for the upcoming year. Sizemore said that while 
MAC’s reserves continue to be in good shape, its current 
spending is still beyond its income. She noted that insurance 
costs are increasing and that the savings with MAC’s new 
printer were less than anticipated. Sizemore then discussed 
the need for a new bank for the MAC checking account, as 
she does not have access to Wells Fargo or Chase banks in 
Minnesota. Council tabled the discussion for more research 
on bank locations but approved Sizemore’s recommendation 
that the President’s name be added to all checking accounts. 
Sizemore asked Doylen if the University of Wisconsin–
Milwaukee’s insurance covers the MAC Archives. He 
believed it did, but will confirm. Council agreed that if so, 
MAC should cancel its own general property insurance 
on this material. With adjustments, Council approved an 
unbalanced budget for 2012-2013. 
To address, in part, MAC’s budget deficit, Sizemore and 
Swain recommended a dues increase to help pay for both 
the additional services MAC has added in the past several 
years, and the rising prices in MAC’s traditional costs. 
Council considered and approved a dues schedule of $45 
for individuals, $90 for institutions, $100 for Canadian 
institutions, and $110 for all other international institutions. 
Council completed its business by approving the 2013 
election slate proposed by the Nominating Committee. 
Between-Meeting Council Actions
On August 15, 2012, the following motion was approved 
unanimously via E-mail:
To approve Dina Kellams as Local Arrangements 
Committee cochair for the 2013 MAC Annual 
Meeting in Indianapolis, as replacement for co-
chair Christine Guyonneau.
All members voted, save Dina Kellams, who recused 
herself.
On September 27, 2012, the following motions passed 
unanimously with all members voting via E-mail:
To approve the Westin Kansas City at Crowne 
Plaza as the hotel for the 2014 Annual Meeting 
in Kansas City, Missouri.
To approve April 24–26, 2014, as dates for the 
2014 Annual Meeting in Kansas City, Missouri.
To approve the transfer from merchant ac-
count provider Payscape to Moolah in order to 
realize significant cost reductions in credit card 
processing. 
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Treasurer's Report 
By Daardi Sizemore 
Although overall MAC finances remain in good shape, the 
2012 fiscal year will end reflecting a net loss. While this was 
an expected deficit, as an organization, we need to consider 
how to move forward financially. 
The MAC cash reserves continue to be strong, which is 
why we can continue to have an unbalanced budget. As of 
October 31, 2012, our checking account balances totaled 
$81,713.49. As ofJune 30, 2012, our investment accounts 
totaled $152, 195.67. About half of the investment funds are 
for the two endowed scholarships. 
Our largest expenses include the Annual Meeting, the Fall 
Symposium, publications (Archival Issues and the MAC 
Newsletter), the cost of insurance, MemberClicks (contract 
services for membership), and related fees for on-line pay-
ments. Some of these expenses are fundamental to what 
MAC is as an organization, and some are newer tools to 
help manage our administrative needs and allow us to 
accept on-line payments. Hopefully, our membership sees 
the value in all of these expenses. 
At their fall meeting, Council carefully reviewed the 
proposed 2013 budget and made reductions where possible. 
New initiatives (marketing and education) needed addi-
tional funds to implement, and others (on-line publications) 
will help us to reduce our expenses. There are also some fixed 
costs that cannot be reduced without eliminating a service 
or program. Council was very thoughtful in determining 
2013 expenditures. With that said, I have proposed a budget 
with a significant deficit. This will be the fourth consecutive 
year of a planned budget deficit. 
What does this mean for the future of MAC? It means 
we need to continue to cut our expenses and increase our 
revenue. 
Why can't we use our cash reserve to balance the 
budget? We can and will to some degree need to do that 
for the 2013 fiscal year. In the long-term, this is not an 
ideal solution. As immediate past Treasurer Anke Voss 
wrote in the January 2012 newsletter, "It would be unwise 
to bank our financial future on drawing down reserve 
funds, which are meant to ensure stability during times 
of uncertainty and to provide a foundation for expanding 
member services." 
How do we work towards a balanced budget? During 
the past year, Council has continued to work on reducing 
the organization's expenses and identified ways to increase 
our revenue. This deficit reduction plan has included: 
Changing our publications printer (MAC Newsletter and 
Archival Issues) to one that is more cost-effective. 
Providing members the option to "Go Green" and choose 
on-line access only to the newsletter and journal, further 
reducing our printing costs. 
Adding a "Deficit Reduction Fee" to registration for 
the 2012 Symposium, 2013 Annual Meeting, and 2013 
Symposium. This $10 fee will not be used for meeting 
expenses but will be used to help reduce our deficit. 
Reducing expenses associated with on-line banking and 
credit card transactions. MAC has changed its merchant 
services provider to Moolah, which is projected to save us 
$400-500/year in fees. The transition to on-line statements 
has also reduced monthly fees. 
Proposing an increase in dues to cover the increased 
expenses associated with an organization of our size and 
activity. 
Newsletter Redesign Taskforce 
The Newsletter Redesign Taskforce has launched into full gear! With Council member Jennifer Johnson chairing, 
the Taskforce will evaluate the content, format, and design of the newsletter in order to better meet the needs of 
membership. Based on a membership survey, research into the best practices and experiences of other organizations, 
and an investigation of design possibilities, the Taskforce will recommend changes to bring the newsletter in line 
with their findings. The first step in the process is a survey of MAC membership, and your feedback is essential to 
that process. You will soon receive an E-mail that will provide you with additional information on completing the 
survey, so that MAC can make the newsletter all you want and need it to be. Questions? Please contact Jennifer 
Johnson at jennifer_i_johnson@cargill.com. 
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Dues Increase 
By Daardi Sizemore and Ellen Swain 
The budget that has been proposed for the 2013 fiscal 
year reflects another year of net loss. While our reserve 
is currently strong, continued spending at a loss will 
significantly impact the organization's ability to operate. 
The affordability of MAC membership is important 
to the organization. This means careful consideration 
before proposing a dues increase. Council has been very 
thoughtful and believes this is an important next step 
for MAC. This is not the first dues increase MAC has 
had. Since 1992, MAC has had only two dues increases. 
Individual memberships have gone from $16 to $20 in 
1996 and to $30 in 2001. Since 2001, our financial needs 
have changed. Most noticeably, we began working with 
DMN/AMC to manage our administrative needs and 
started using MemberClicks for secure on-line membership 
renewal, elections, donations, and conference registration. 
Inflation is another factor to consider. According to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics CPI Inflation Calculator, what 
cost $30 in 2001 now costs $39.20 in 2012. It is costing 
MAC more today to do the same things it did in 2001. 
We can (and should) consider cuts to our budget, but unless 
we consider eliminating services like MemberClicks, or 
products like our publications, we will have only a 
small impact on the deficit. The MAC membership has 
requested these services and values our products, and 
Council believes that they should continue. It should 
be noted that in 2012, almost 80% of our revenue was 
submitted on-line. 
As mentioned in the treasurer's report, MAC Council is 
continually reviewing expenses and looking at ways to save 
money. This is currently not enough to balance the budget. 
If we want to work towards a budget that operates in 
the black, we need to consider a dues increase. This dues 
increase proposal will be put forth to the membership for 
a vote at the Member's Meeting at the upcoming Annual 
Meeting in Indianapolis, Indiana. If approved, this dues 
increase would go into effect for the 2014 membership 
renewal period: 
Category of Current Proposed 
Membership Dues Dues 
Individual $30 $45 
Institutional $60 $90 
Canadian $70 $100 
International $80 $ll0 
Together with a careful review of our expenses, a dues 
increase would help us on our way towards balancing 
the budget. 
If you have questions about the budget or dues increase 
proposal, please feel free to contact one of us, or another 
officer or member of Council: daardi.sizemore@mnsu.edu 
or eswain@illinois.edu. 
Speaker's Bureau 
MAC President Ellen Swain and Education Committee 
Cochairs Amy Cooper Cary and Karen Spilman have 
been working with membership in the past year to 
develop a pilot project for the MAC Speaker's Bureau. 
The Speaker's Bureau is designed to host talks and 
workshops (no more than four hours) on all aspects 
of archives and archival work. These proposals, vetted 
by MAC's Education Committee, will be offered to 
sponsoring organizations or groups within the MAC 
region. Sponsoring organizations have the option of 
hosting these talks and workshops free of charge or for 
a nominal fee, and will compensate the speaker with an 
honorarium and travel reimbursement. 
A call generated 17 proposals for workshops. In the 
coming months, the Education Committee will work 
with a small taskforce of its membership to arrange 
the first offerings in this series. Keep an eye on MAC 
announcements and on our new Event Calendar (http:// 
www.midwestarchives.org/calendar) for more informa-
tion about a Speaker's Bureau presentation, coming to 
a location near you! 
If you would like to host a talk or workshop, or would 
like to propose one, please contact Education Commit-
tee Cochairs Amy Cooper Cary (amy.cary@marquette 
.edu) or Karen Spilman (hoft0003@umn.edu) for more 
information. 
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Vice President's Column: 
More on MAC Meetings and Symposia 
Menzi L. Behrnd-Klodt, Vice President, Midwest Archives Conference 
It's been a busy fall! MACers are caught up in the fall 
semester, back in school, teaching, writing, planning, 
and just working! Halloween has passed, as have the 
Presidential election, football games, and for some of us, 
the first (but surely not the last) snowflakes. MAC's fall 
Council meeting was a great experience in camaraderie 
and hard work, as talented minds came together to review 
MAC's progress and plan for the fumre. Many thanks 
to the Program and Local Arrangements Committees 
cochairs who reported to Council on upcoming meetings, 
especially to those who were able to do so in person. 
This is a great opportunity to recognize and thank the 
Program and Local Arrangements Committees cochairs 
and members who spend countless hours behind-the-
scenes planning meeting programs, events, and activities; 
contacting and visiting hotels and sites for receptions 
and tours; and much more, so that we can all enjoy 
educational, rewarding, and uplifting meetings and 
symposia. New challenges this year are establishing work 
Bows and processes with DMN (MAC's outside meeting 
logistics service that began work October 1) and MAC's 
development coordinator. I can't say enough about the 
teams MAC has working right now! Great job, everyone! 
Below is an update on upcoming MAC meetings: 
Cincinnati, Ohio, October 18-20, 2012 
Ninety-seven archivists and educators who at tended the 
Fall Symposium investigated the topic "Engaging with 
Students and Teachers: Integrating Primary Sources in 
K-16 Curricula" and reported that the discussions were 
rewarding and positive. Thanks to Planning Committee 
Chairs Lisa Sjoberg (Program) andAnne Ryckbost (Local 
Arrangements) and their Committees for a great meeting. 
Indianapolis, Indiana, April 17-20, 2013 
Plans for MAC's Annual Meeting are right on track. The 
Program Committee is selecting from many exciting and 
well-thought-out proposals, as of this writing. The Local 
Arrangements Committee continues its work on planning 
the reception and tours, contacting potential donors, and 
the myriad of other details that go into a great meeting 
experience. They look forward to logistical support from 
DMN and the development coordinator. To date, tours 
are planned of the Indiana Historical Society, Conner 
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Prairie Interactive History Park, 
and several other local archives. Attendees will also have an 
opportunity to attend Conner Prairie's "Follow the North 
Star" program, where participants can experience being a 
fugitive slave on the Underground Railroad. 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, September 25-27, 2013 
Plans for this symposium are well underway, and it sounds 
like an exciting meeting and location! The Local Arrange-
ments Committee is tempting us with the possibility of 
a Green Bay Packer-themed reception, A.K.A. "tailgate 
party," as we visit the home of the NF:r.:s smallest city and 
one of the most popular teams! They won't know whether 
plans for "all things Packers" will be possible until the 
NFL releases its 2013 schedule, but with or without the 
football experience, this meeting promises to be a great 
chance to learn more about cutting-edge topics and enjoy 
the hospitality of a terrific small city. 
Kansas City, Kansas, April 24-26, 2014 
Council was delighted to return to Kansas City for the 
2014 Annual Meeting, and we hope you will be, too. The 
contract for the Westin Kansas City at Crown Center is 
signed and the Program and Local Arrangements Com-
mittees are moving into action with meeting planning 
and logistics. 
Fall Symposium, 2014 
Council was pleased to accept a proposal by a Cham-
paign-Urbana area archival group to host the 2014 Fall 
Symposium. Two topics are under consideration and dates 
are still to be settled. But mark your calendars for a return 
to Illinois in two years! 
Future Meetings 
As always, MAC seeks ideas for future meetings and sites! 
If your area hasn't hosted a MAC meeting recently, why 
not gather your nearby colleagues, draft a proposal, and 
invite us to share what your locale has to offer? Please 
contact me at Menzi@xyte.com, and I will be happy to 
discuss your ideas or questions. 
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Contact Emily Symonds Stenberg at restenberg@gmail.com if you would like to guest author a column or have a good idea to share.
Archival Resources on the Web—Emily Symonds Stenberg, Assistant Editor
On-Line Access to Temperance, Prohibition, and Beyond
By Emily Hikes, Filson Historical Society
Nearly 80 years ago, scores of spirited Americans wel-
comed the Twenty-First Amendment to the United States 
Constitution and the end of Prohibition (1920–1933). The 
1933 amendment permitted states to set their own laws for 
the sale of alcohol, and it repealed the Eighteenth Amend-
ment from 1919, which prohibited the manufacturing, 
sale, and transportation of intoxicating liquors, as well as 
the Volstead Act that enforced it. Prohibition of alcohol 
was a product of the temperance movement which had 
been steadily gaining potency since America’s birth, and 
gaining popularity following Benjamin Rush’s 1784 tract, 
An Inquiry Into the Effects of Ardent Spirits Upon the Human 
Body and Mind, accessible through Project Gutenberg at 
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/27146/27146-h/27146-h 
.htm. 
By the nineteenth century, a large number of temperance-
minded organizations had been formed to champion 
abstinence and levelness with alcohol, including the 
American Temperance League in 1826. The movement 
lost some momentum during the Civil War, but finally 
succeeded in crashing the party with the renewed efforts 
of new organizations, significantly the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union (WCTU), formed in 1874, and the 
Anti-Saloon League of 1893, which produced the 1919 
Amendment and complementary legislation. 
With the 80 years since the dissolution of this curious 
phase, its complexity and alien nature have reached 
practically mythical stature for contemporary audiences. 
Interest in the history of alcohol and its reform remains 
potent, thanks to such provocative byproducts of Prohibi-
tion as “hatchetations,” saloons, speakeasies, bootlegging, 
moonshine, gangsters, and flappers. The mainstream 
attention to these subjects by way of our nation’s archival 
resources in the last three years is proof-positive of this 
attraction to the Prohibition era. HBO’s Boardwalk 
Empire premiered in 2010, with historical assistance 
from the Atlantic City Library’s archivist Heather Perez, 
who was highlighted in American Libraries Magazine at 
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/10112010/
boardwalk-empire-s-librarian; the three-part Ken Burns 
documentary film series, Prohibition, aired in 2011; 
and the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, opened an elaborate exhibition in 2012, 
“American Spirits: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition.” 
Fortunately, no laws have caused a shortage in on-line 
access to the relevant and revelatory archival materials on 
this history. Many archives have popped the digital cork 
on their respective materials covering this past, and have 
infused the World Wide Web with a variety of top-shelf 
resources providing information in both traditional and 
unique on-line presentation. 
Brown University Library facilitates a broad approach 
to the study of alcohol history. The digital collection 
“Alcohol, Temperance, and Prohibition” at http://library 
.brown.edu/cds/temperance/ is a keyword-searchable da-
tabase of broadsides, pamphlets, government publications, 
and sheet music from Brown’s Alcoholism and Addiction 
Studies collection. Items in this collection touch upon six 
centuries of alcohol-related materials, with an emphasis on 
resources for the study of temperance and Prohibition. An 
on-line finding aid for both subject and author searches in 
this collection is available from the main collection page 
http://library.brown.edu/collections/kirk/index.php, as 
well as research tools and related Web sites with guides, 
general information, and related collections at http://
library.brown.edu/collections/kirk/research.php. One 
such related collection is the Alcohol History Database 
http://www.scc.rutgers.edu/alcohol_history/, compiled 
by Rutgers University. The database is another survey of 
the temperance and Prohibition movements, consisting of 
over five hundred monographs, pamphlets, and journals.
The National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA) has taken their record groups a step further 
and compiled “Teaching with Documents: The Volstead 
Act and Related Prohibition Documents,” http://www 
.archives.gov/education/lessons/volstead-act/. NARA 
utilizes digitized documents from their record groups and 
corresponding teaching activities that adhere to national 
educational standards for the teaching of civics, govern-
ment, and modern America.
Although our colleagues in the Northeast have numerous 
other resources, one need not even venture outside of 
the MAC region to encounter a fully-stocked repertoire 
of resources. With selections from their photographic 
archives, The Detroit News has generated a gallery of 
(Continued on page 18)
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photos visually describing fragments of the Prohibition 
era, as it was in Detroit, at http://apps.detroitnews.com/
apps/multimedia/gallery.php?id=13636. The “Tribune 
Photo Archive” http://www.tribunephotos.com provides a 
large collection of photographs from the Chicago Tribune 
and The Baltimore Sun, which are categorized by subject.
A visit to the University of Iowa’s Iowa Digital Library, 
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/, enables access to page 
scans of around 50 years of proceedings for meetings and 
conventions of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
of Iowa and other related materials. These documents 
are found within the “Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union,” http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/wctu/, and “Women’s 
Suffrage in Iowa,” http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/suffrage/, 
digital collections. The entire Digital Library is searchable 
by creator, date, subject, and format, and is a collection of 
digital objects assembled from the special collections of 
the University of Iowa Libraries and its partners. 
Reviving a past museum exhibit by the Kansas History 
Museum on Carrie A. Nation (the infamous axe-wielding 
“saloon smasher”), the Kansas Historical Society hosts a 
virtual exhibit on their Web site: http://www.kshs.org/p/
online-exhibits-carry-a-nation-part-1/10589. “Carry A. 
Nation: The Famous and Original Bar Room Smasher” 
captures Nation’s life’s work in Kansas as a crusader of 
the temperance movement, with a timeline of events, 
background information, photographs, and artifacts, as 
well as a quiz to test visitors’ knowledge, and hyperlinks 
to related information.
The South Dakota State Historical Society offers its state’s 
history of brewing beer with a virtual representation 
of a past exhibition, “Bottoms Up! Beer in South Da-
kota,” http://www.flickr.com/photos/southdakotahistory/
sets/72157626188204132/. The photo set walks viewers 
through images of the exhibition replete with beer bottles, 
labels, photographs, and other items from the Society’s 
archives and museum. “Brewing and Prohibition,” http://
www.wisconsinhistory.org/turningpoints/tp-051/, is the 
Wisconsin Historical Society (WHS) tapping the keg on 
primary and secondary resources for the study of the state’s 
beer legacy and its struggles and triumphs throughout 
Prohibition. The WHS feature their own pamphlets, 
manuscripts, and images, and also link to their catalog 
records to search for items not represented on-line, and 
even link to pages for landmarks relevant to Wisconsin’s 
own beer brewing history.
The Minnesota Historical Society (MHS) draws from 
their collections to produce podcasts and blog posts, 
providing users with up-close interactions with notable 
content within their holdings. “The Road to Prohibi-
tion” blog post conveys the rise and fall of Prohibition in 
Minnesota, with a slideshow of historic images and an 
accompanying detailed account, http://discussions.mnhs 
.org/collections/2012/08/the-road-to-prohibition/. This 
particular blog post suggests links to a research guide, 
“Gangsters in Saint Paul, Minnesota,” http://www.mnhs 
.org/library/tips/history_topics/14gangsters.html, and the 
“Saint Paul: Gangster Haven” podcast, http://discussions 
.mnhs.org/collections/2010/12/st-paul-gangster-haven/, 
which supply the background for Saint Paul’s unsavory 
reputation born of Prohibition days. Of further note is the 
MHS’s three cubic feet of Andrew J. Volstead and family 
papers. The materials mostly concern the Minnesota 
native’s notorious legislation and its consequences, and 
can be accessed via the on-line finding aid at http://www 
.mnhs.org/library/findaids/P0012.xml. 
While the state of Kentucky was one of the first to ratify 
the Eighteenth Amendment, Kentucky’s constituents and 
other Appalachian states took their love of alcohol into 
the woods. The rural nature of Kentucky lent to rampant 
activity in bootlegging and moonshining, and many na-
tives have discussed living with Prohibition and these illicit 
results via their oral histories. The Louie B. Nunn Center 
for Oral History, http://www.kentuckyoralhistory.org/, 
offers a robust collection of oral histories that are described 
in their on-line finding aids, which capture the alcohol 
culture of Kentucky in interviews with citizens, distillers, 
and moonshiners and their recollections before, during, 
and after Prohibition. Start with the subject “Prohibition” 
and explore from there. The Kentucky Historical Society 
provides additional oral histories of similar content with 
their “Pass the Word” project, http://passtheword.ky.gov/, 
which is a discovery tool produced by the Kentucky Oral 
History Commission. Providing appropriate search terms 
gives users access to relevant oral histories from all over 
the state of Kentucky. 
The complexity of Prohibition is no easier to absorb in 
one sitting than is a gallon of white lightning. However, 
it does boast the depth of fine bourbon or a well-crafted 
cocktail, and these attributes and the resources that hold 
them up will ensure scholars’ and casual interest groups’ 
continued examinations and revelations derived from 
America’s boozy history and culture. 
(Continued from page 17)
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News from the Midwest—Troy Eller, Wayne State University, and Alison 
Stankrauff, Indiana University South Bend, Assistant Editors
ILLINOIS
American College of Surgeons
The papers of American College of Surg-
ers (ACS) founder Franklin Martin are 
now available at http://wwww.facs.org/
archives. They document the Chicago 
hospitals and medical schools with which 
Martin was associated in the early 
twentieth century and his experiences 
as medical director of the civilian arm 
of the Council of National Defense. 
The Archives also supported research for 
the recently published book A Century 
of Surgeons and Surgery: The American 
College of Surgeons 1913–2012. 
Illinois State Archives
The Illinois State Archives has re-
placed its printed guide, Descriptive 
Inventory of the Archives of the State 
of Illinois, with the on-line database 
Archon. Archon allows staff to re-
cord descriptive information about 
collections, and gives patrons the 
opportunity to access the descriptions 
on-line: http://archon.ilsos.net.
University of Illinois Chicago
The Richard J. Daley Library Special 
Collections and University Archives 
Department processed the Friends of 
the Parks manuscript collection, which 
documents a citizen-led initiative to 
improve the quality of Chicago’s city 
parks. The Thatcher Woods Savanna 
Restoration Project collection docu-
ments an effort to preserve a forest and 
wetland in River Forest, Illinois.
INDIANA
Ball State University 
The Ball State University Libraries’ 
Drawings and Documents Archive 
and Architecture Library received 
the 2012 Walter S. Blackburn Award 
from the American Institute of Archi-
tects Indiana (AIA), given annually 
to a person or organization that has 
contributed time and service in sup-
port of the architectural profession. 
As the only archives dedicated to the 
history of Indiana’s built environ-
ment, the Drawings and Documents 
Archive provides access to thousands 
of original architectural drawings, 
blueprints, photographs, 3D models, 
and other media. Materials in the 
collection support the educational 
goals of the College of Architecture 
and Planning, and provide historical 
resources for working architects and 
preservationists throughout the state. 
The award was presented to Carol 
Street, archivist for architectural re-
cords, and Amy Trendler, architecture 
librarian.
Indiana Genealogical Society 
The Indiana Genealogical Society 
held a work session on Saturday, 
October 13, for its project to preserve 
and digitize the nineteenth century 
probate records of Hendricks County, 
Indiana. Volunteers gathered at 
the Plainfield Public Library and 
worked on 150 probate files—a one-
day record. Among the items they 
discovered was an original certificate 
from 1837 for the purchase of land 
from the federal government. Since 
the project began in 2009, volunteers 
have worked on 2,700 unique files, 
and the Indiana Genealogical Society 
has some six hundred digitized files 
available on-line at their Web site: 
www.IndGenSoc.org.
Indiana Historical Society 
(IHS)
The Indiana Historical Society Web 
site (http://www.indianahistory.org/
library/) continuously updates finding 
aids for the Collections and Library. 
The IHS’s 52 digital collections have 
surpassed 57,000 images, and 22 new 
manuscript and visual collections 
and 169 printed items have been 
cataloged. The Clowes Family and 
Irwin-Sweeney-Miller Family (J. 
Irwin Miller of Columbus, Indiana) 
comprise two high-profile manuscript 
and visual collections that recently 
became available.
New Albany–Floyd County 
Public Library
The Archives at the New Albany–
Floyd County Public Library has 
recently received a large donation 
of architectural plans relating to the 
career of Bob Applegate, who was 
a part of the New Albany, Indiana, 
architecture firm Walker, Applegate, 
Ritz & Oakes. Buildings represented 
in the plans are located all over South-
ern Indiana and into Louisville, Ken-
tucky. It is anticipated that the plans 
will be fully processed by mid-2013, 
but, recognizing the importance of 
the collection, an inventory of the in-
dividual plans will be made available 
to researchers so they can be requested 
on an individual basis. 
Archives of Our Lady of 
Victory Missionary Sisters 
The Archives of Our Lady of Victory 
Missionary Sisters of Huntington, 
Indiana, has benefited from a recent 
grant from Our Sunday Visitor 
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Institute (OSVI). This grant makes 
possible the digitization of The Mis-
sionary Catechist, the journal that Our 
Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters 
published from 1924–1964. The Vic-
tory Noll Archives is working with the 
Catholic Research Resources Alliance 
(CRRA) on this project. Once the 
digitization is complete, The Mission-
ary Catechist will be freely available 
and searchable through the Web sites 
of Our Lady of Victory Missionary 
Sisters and Our Sunday Visitor, and 
through the Catholic Research Re-
sources Alliance’s “Catholic Portal.” 
IOWA
Drake University
Alumna Patti Miller has agreed to 
donate to the Archives her records 
from her involvement in the 1964 
Freedom Summer experience, a 
national campaign to register as 
many African-American voters as 
possible in Mississippi, a state which 
had historically excluded most blacks 
from voting. The collection includes 
Miller’s personal journal, clippings, 
photographs, correspondence, and 
other personal effects.
KANSAS
Kansas Historical Society 
The Kansas Historical Society has 
embarked on several large digitization 
projects in the past several months. 
Containing over 50 years of militia 
and Kansas National Guard mate-
rial, the Kansas Adjutant General 
correspondence collection is available 
on-line at http://www.kansasmemory 
.org/category/12585. The Kansas Film 
Commission, in order to promote 
Kansas locations to film companies, 
produced photographs in the 1980s 
and 1990s depicting business districts 
and residences that were taped together 
to produce a panoramic view and 
exemplify vernacular photography in a 
pre-Google street view era. All 38 boxes 
of the Kansas Film Commission pho-
tographs are available at http://www 
.kansasmemory .org/category/12587. In 
1881, Kansas became the first state to 
write Prohibition into its constitution. 
The Kansas Woman’s Christian Tem-
perance Union materials (http://www 
.kansasmemory.org/category/12584) 
and Temperance History Collec-
tion (http://www.kansasmemory .org/
category/12595) contain valuable 
research materials pertaining to the 
spread and struggle of Prohibition. 
Kansas University
The Robert J. Dole Archives and 
Special Collections announces the 
availability of over 6,100 digitized 
press releases from Senator Dole’s 
papers, accessible in an item-level 
finding aid and full-text keyword 
search hosted in Archon. Covering 
the years 1961–1996, the releases 
from Dole’s House and Senate of-
fices cover a broad array of topics, 
ranging from domestic issues to na-
tional and international politics. See
http://dolearchive.ku.edu/collections/
archives/. The Archives also displayed 
a special memorial exhibit for former 
U.S. Senator George McGovern, 
“Senator George McGovern: A Life-
time Devoted to Ending Hunger,” 
in honor of his passing. Senator 
McGovern was a close friend to Dole, 
and, despite being on opposite ends of 
the political spectrum, they worked 
together to feed millions of school 
children across the world.
KENTUCKY
Kentucky Digital Library
The Kentucky Digital Library (http://
kdl.kyvl.org/) has been selected to 
serve as one of the initial service hubs 
for the Digital Public Library of Amer-
ica (DPLA). The National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH), Institute 
of Museum and Library Services 
(IMLS), and the Knight Foundation 
have committed financial support to 
the program. The DPLA is envisioned 
as a national digital library that will 
bring together the living heritage of 
libraries, universities, archives, and 
museums to educate, inform, and 
empower current and future genera-
tions. Digital Libraries in Minnesota, 
South Carolina, Oregon, Georgia, 
Massachusetts, and the Mountain 
West Digital Library (Utah, Nevada, 
and Arizona) have also been chosen as 
service hubs. More information can be 
found at http://dp.la/. 
Northern Kentucky University 
Northern Kentucky University has 
received a $50,000 National Endow-
ment for the Humanities Sustaining 
Cultural Heritage Collections plan-
ning grant to evaluate the environ-
mental climate in which W. Frank 
Steely Library’s Special Collections 
and University Archives stores its 
historical collections and permanent 
university records. The goal is to 
create a sustainable, energy efficient, 
preservation-quality environment for 
the protection of these collections of 
“regional and national significance.” 
Only 18 of 80 applicants nationally 
received funding. University Archivist 
and Assistant Professor Lois Hamill, 
principal investigator, will work with 
the Image Permanence Institute on 
this grant. 
University of Kentucky (UK)
UK Libraries has launched the Special 
Collections Learning Lab (SCLL) as 
a center for primary research, experi-
ential learning, and training. Target-
ing undergraduate students in the 
humanities, social sciences, and arts, 
the SCLL promotes undergraduate 
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research, scholarship, and creativity, 
and more fully integrates Special Col-
lections into the teaching and research 
mission of the University. Interns will 
enhance access to a collection, build 
upon their existing research interests, 
and present their findings. 
University of Louisville 
Effective January 1, 2013, the University 
of Louisville's University Archives and 
Records Center (UARC) and Special 
Collections department will merge to 
form Archives and Special Collections 
(ASC), overseen by University Archivist 
Carrie Daniels. The new unit, which 
will be one of the University Libraries, 
will be comprised of rare books, photo-
graphic archives, digital initiatives, and 
the UARC. This merger will improve 
the researcher experience by enhancing 
discovery across related collections; 
introducing a common fee structure 
for reproductions; increasing hours 
of availability to the public through a 
single service point; and enabling the 
separation of the research room from 
classes, orientation, events, meetings, 
and community outreach offerings. 
ASC can be accessed at http://louisville 
.edu/library/archives. 
MICHIGAN 
Archives of Michigan 
The State of Michigan has signed a 
contract with Tessella to support the 
preservation of electronic records with 
historical value. Tessella's new Preser-
vica Web-based digital preservation 
solution will be used for precinct-
level election results, K-12 education 
data, Michigan Supreme Court 




Cranbrook has unveiled its newly 
organized Center for Collections 
and Research, which includes the 
Cranbrook Archives. One of the 
first collaborative projects of the 
Center was the exhibition "Vision and 
Interpretation: Building Cranbrook, 
1904-2012." The Archives recently 
received an addition to the Suzanne 
Vanderbilt Papers. The first female 
assistant designer at General Motors 
who later assumed responsibility 
for the Human Factors and Safety 
Program, Vanderbilt earned her 
master's degree in metalsmithing at 
Cranbrook in the 1960s. 
Davenport University 
The Archives has digitized the 12 
yearbooks of its institution, from 
1961 to 1972. The yearbooks are 
available on-line and can be browsed 
or searched by name or keyword. 
The Henry Ford 
Judith Endelman retired as the 
director of the Benson Ford Research 
Center in M arch 2012. Following 
a national search, Nardina (Dina) 
Mein, Ph.D., accepted the position 
of manager for Archives and Library 
Services, where she will be respon-
sible for the library Web site, digital 
library collections, special collections 
program, and library informational 
technology. 
Grand Valley State University 
(GVSU} 
Co-directed by Jose "Cha-Cha" Jime-
nez and Professor Melanie Shell-Weiss 
of the Liberal Studies Department, 
GVSU launched an oral history 
and documentation project on the 
Latino struggle for self-determination 
in Chicago. "The Young Lords in 
Lincoln Park" project grew out of the 
Young Lords Movement, founded by 
Jimenez in 1968. Additionally, the 
University Libraries Special Collec-
tions Digital Collections Web site will 
feature photographs, papers, and dip-
"The Young Lo1·ds in Lincoln Park" 
project at GVSU is the most extensive 
documentation effort to date about Lati-
nos and activists that focuses on displace-
ment and housing discrimination, and 
the first time that a video-taped project 
has focused on the migration of the first 
Puerto Rican immigrants to the city of 
Chicago and other Midwestern cities. 
pings documenting the origins of the 
Young Lords Movement, including 
Jimenez's unpublished manuscripts 
from his campaign for alderman of 
Chicago's 46th Ward, and the found-
ing of the Lincoln Park Camp and 
KO Club, both in the Grand Rapids 
metropolitan area. See http://www 
.gvsu.edu/younglords. 
Michigan State University (MSU} 
University Archives and Historical 
Collections (UAHC), in conjunc-
tion with the MSU Department of 
History and MATRIX, received 
$264,998 in funding from the NEH 
to digitize records related to the MSU 
Vietnam Project. During the 1950s, 
MSU worked with the Republic of 
Vietnam (South Vietnam) in an effort 
to produce a stable, non-communist 
country. The program ended in 1962, 
when American military intervention 
made the program irrelevant, but it 
left behind a rich and invaluable trove 
of documents. In October, UHAC 
launched its Web site commemorating 
the 150th anniversary of the Civil War 
(Continued on page 22) 
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(http://civilwar.archives.msu.edu). 
Earlier this year, UAHC acquired a 
World War II scrapbook assembled 
to document Operation Crossroads, a 
joint Army/Navy project in the Bikini 
Atoll that tested the effects of atomic 




The Michigan Tech Archives remain 
closed to the public following an Oc-
tober 26 fire in the stacks. The fire was 
contained within a few square yards; 
however, 688 boxes received extensive 
water damage and were immediately 
sent to a freezer storage facility. Belfor 
set up an on-site drying room to 
handle boxes that received less water 
damage. In all, about 20 percent of 
the Archives’ collection was affected. 
The cause of the fire has not yet been 
confirmed. Updates can be found at 
http://blogs.mtu.edu/archives/.
Wayne State University
This fall, the Reuther Library wel-
comed its new Director, Beth Myers; 
its new SEIU Archivist, Alexandra 
Orchard; and several part-time pro-
cessing assistants. The Reading 
Room remains busy, following the 
announcement of revised hours of 
operation. A project to scan the 
University Archives’ collection of 
yearbooks of Wayne State University 
and its predecessor institutions and 
make them available on the Reuther’s 




Minnesota Air National Guard 
Museum 
A Legacy grant-funded cataloging 
project of the Brigadier General Ray 
S. Miller and Eva Hope Miller Collec-
tion for the Minnesota Air National 
Guard Museum has been completed. 
In 1920, Miller flew from Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, to Washington, D.C. to 
lobby for the first federally-recognized 
air national guard in the nation. 
Minnesota Historical Society 
Jennifer Jones was appointed direc-
tor of Library and Collections. In 
August, she appointed three depart-
ment heads: Head of Reference 
Tracey Baker, State Archivist Shawn 
Rounds, and Head of Collections 
Brian Szott. Effective December 1, 
2012, the Gale Family Library at the 
Minnesota Historical Society will 
now be open Tuesday 12:00 P.M.–8:00 
P.M. and Wednesday–Saturday 9:00 
A.M.–4:00 P.M., and closed Sun-
day–Monday. For more information, 




On October 3–5, 2012, Target 
Corporation hosted SAA’s Business 
Archives Workshop at its Minneapolis 
headquarters. Thirty-two business 
archivists from around the country 
took part in the workshop and were 
treated to tours of the Target Corpora-
tion; Cargill, Inc.; and General Mills 
Corporate Archives.
University of Minnesota
On August 10, the Immigration 
History Research Center (IHRC) for-
mally received the Philip M. Hamer 
and Elizabeth Hamer Kegan Award 
from SAA at its annual meeting. 
The award was given to the Center 
for its “Digitizing Immigrant Letters 
Project” in recognition of successful 
efforts to increase public awareness 
through the use of archival and 
manuscript materials, including tran-
scriptions and translations of letters 
in several languages, Web access, and 
sponsorship of scholars, public talks, 
and exhibits. Established in 1973, the 
award recognizes an archivist, editor, 
group of individuals, or institution 
that has increased public awareness of 
archival documents for educational, 
instructional, or other purposes.
MISSOURI
Southeast Missouri State 
University (SEMO)
SEMO’s Special Collections and Ar-
chives was awarded a $73,139 Library 
Services and Technology Act (LSTA) 
digital imaging grant in July 2012 from 
the Missouri State Library. The grant 
supports phase two of the digitization 
project, “Confluence and Crossroads: 
The Civil War in the American Heart-
land,” an effort to digitize primary 
source materials documenting the pe-
riod 1854–1877 in a 28-county region 
in southeast Missouri and southern 
Illinois. The project is a collaborative 
effort among Special Collections and 
Archives, SEMO, the Special Collec-
tions Research Center at Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale, the 
Department of History and the Center 
for Regional History at Southeast 
Missouri State University, and the 
Cape Girardeau County (Missouri) 
Archive Center. The complete digital 
collection will be available for research 
through the Missouri Digital Heritage 
Web site http://www.sos.mo.gov/mdh/ 
in 2013, and also through the Special 
Collections, SEMO Web site http://
library.semo.edu:2008/cdm/. 
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State Historical Society of 
Missouri
The State Historical Society of Mis-
souri’s most popular Web site has 
received a facelift. Thanks to a gener-
ous gift, “Historic Missourians,” a 
biography resource for fourth-grade 
students, has been redesigned to be 
more interactive and kid-friendly. 
Originally launched in 2006 as “Fa-
mous Missourians,” the Web site’s 
name was changed this past spring to 
reflect the site’s focus on historically 
significant individuals rather than ce-
lebrities. The revamped site, which cre-
ates a virtual research experience that 
exposes students to primary resources, 
can be accessed at http://shs.umsystem 
.edu/historicmissourians/index.html.
NEBRASKA
Send us your news!
NORTH DAKOTA
North Dakota State University 
(NDSU)
The NDSU Archives has joined 
Historypin, which allows archives, 
libraries, schools, and individuals 
to virtually “pin” historic photos to 
a map. So far, the NDSU Archives 
has uploaded f ive collections of 
photographs, ranging in date from 
1876 to 2009. NDSU will continue 
to add more collections to cover other 





Three new collections are now avail-
able at the Cincinnati History Library 
and Archives. The Bakewell-Audubon 
Papers include the correspondence of 
William G. Bakewell and his sister 
Lucy Bakewell Audubon, wife of John 
J. Audubon, and their children. The 
Scribner Wood Papers contain Civil 
War letters of Harvey Scribner Wood, 
16th O.V.I., and his brother-in-law 
Alfred Phillips, 32nd O.V.I. The papers 
of Gustav Tafel document his experi-
ences as Lt. Colonel of the 106th O.V.I. 
during the Civil War and as Mayor of 
Cincinnati from 1897 to 1900. See 
http://library.cincymuseum.org/.
Ohio Electronic Record 
Committee (OhioERC)
This past summer, the OhioERC 
adopted its latest guideline, Social 
Media: The Records Management 
Challenge. The Committee presented 
two wildly successful workshop 
sessions this October at the Ohio 
Historical Society (OHS) to over 
130 public sector personnel from 
state and local government, as well 
as K–12 and higher education. This 
was accomplished through the sup-
port of OHS, the Ohio Historical 
Records Advisory Board, the National 
Historical Publications and Records 
Commission (NHPRC), and ARMA 
International, Greater Columbus 
Chapter. See http://OhioERC.org.
Ohio Historical Records 
Advisory Board (OHRAB)
OHRAB recognized two institutions 
with its Achievement Award. The 
Euclid Public Library was recognized 
for building a Web-based collection 
documenting its city’s rich history 
from multiple perspectives, a range 
of sources, and a variety of formats. 
The Clark County Historical Society 
was recognized for bringing together 
staff, volunteers, and interns, and 
received a small grant for supplies to 
ensure the preservation of and access 
to local records.
Society of Ohio Archivists 
(SOA)
SOA teamed up with the Ohio Local 
History Alliance in October for a stel-
lar joint meeting. Alliance members 
had a chance to learn more about the 
care of their archival collection, while 
SOA members educated themselves 
on a wide variety of historical is-
sues and projects. Both groups look 
forward to combining their resources 
to achieve greater goals in the future.
State Library of Ohio
The State Library of Ohio has received 
an Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS) Connecting to Col-
lections Implementation Grant to 
conduct a two-day preservation boot 
camp. The event will bring together 88 
teams of museum/history and library 
staff to provide outreach, information, 
and site surveys to other cultural orga-
nizations in their home areas. Project 
partners include the Ohio Historical 
Society, Ohio Museums Association, 
Ohio University, Public Library of 
Cincinnati and Hamilton County, 
and Follett House Museum. See http://
www.webjunction.org/partners/ohio/
oh-programs/connectcollect.html.
The Ohio State University
The University Archives has cre-
ated two exhibits to celebrate the 
100th anniversaries of the birth of 
famous Buckeyes Jesse Owens and 
Woody Hayes. “Faster, Higher, 
Stronger–Jesse Owens: 100 Years of 
Life and Legacy” documents Jesse 
Owens’s Olympic achievements and 
transformation to an Ambassador of 
Athletics. “Woody: 100 Years On and 
Off the Field” chronicles Hayes’s ac-
complishments, not only as a football 
coach, but also as a philanthropist, 
educator, and community leader. See 
http://www.go.osu.edu/archives.
(Continued on page 24)
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The SAA Student Chapter (SAA–SC) 
at UW–Madison was very active in 
the fall 2012 semester. In October, 
they held the 1st Annual Fall Archives 
Symposium, hosting archivists from 
Iowa, Illinois, and Wisconsin, and 
had an active Archives Month blog. 
Chapter members are volunteer-
ing at Circus World in Baraboo, 
Wisconsin, processing collections; 
working with retired UW–Madison 
faculty preparing their materials for 
transfer to the University Archives; 
and implementing the Radical Oral 
History Program. Look for the UW 
SAA–SC booth at MAC 2013, where 
the chapter will be selling t-shirts and 
homemade jewelry! Three members 
will also be presenting a session on 
podcasting in the archives.
University of Wisconsin–
Milwaukee (UWM)
The Archives Department recently 
opened a CONTENTdm collection 
of 25 videos/films from the Curative 
Care Network (CCN), which pro-
vides a range of services to disabled 
individuals at community-based 
sites in Milwaukee and Waukesha 
Counties. The collection includes 
training films, public service an-
nouncements, and promotional 
f ilms. The earliest material dates 
from 1933 and demonstrates early 
occupational therapy techniques. Also 
now available are the records of the 
Junior League of Milwaukee, which 
provide a comprehensive picture of 
the League’s community involvement 
and volunteerism from 1916 to the 
present. The UWM Libraries was 
among four campus entities that 
received a gift of $21,000 to support 
LGBT-related services on campus. 
The Libraries’ portion of the gift will 
be used to support development of 
the LGBT collection in Archives and 
Special Collections.
(Continued from page 23)
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The State Electronic Records Initiative: Working to Solve the Crisis
By Jim Corridan, Indiana State Archives
State archives have long worked to address electronic 
records, beginning in 1979 with a grant to the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin. But over the past three 
decades, as the volume and complexity of electronic 
records have grown, funding for state governments, and 
state archives in particular, has shrunk. During this time, 
all state archives have experienced reductions in personnel, 
with an average decrease of 19.7 percent from 2004 to 
2012.1 This shrinking pool of resources has left efforts to 
address electronic records hanging in the balance. What 
was once a major concern has now become a crisis.
The Council of State Archives (CoSA) report The State 
of State Records examined the status of state archives and 
records management programs nationwide. The report 
noted, “Electronic records, now created in abundance by 
every state government office, present enormous but, as of 
yet, unresolved problems related to long-term preservation 
and access.”2 A Blue Ribbon Panel agreed and also as-
serted, “Archivists and records managers are not receiving 
sufficient training to deal with digital materials.”3 Five 
years later, these problems remain largely unresolved and 
continue to grow. Continued budget cuts have further 
reduced staff and staff training opportunities. Even those 
rare programs that have the ability to fill openings have 
had difficulty finding candidates appropriately trained to 
handle electronic records.
Phase I: Data Gathering
The 2010 biennial CoSA survey provided further evidence 
of the continuing gap in states’ abilities to address elec-
tronic records. The survey reported that only 55 percent 
of states and territories had an electronic records program, 
and only 61 percent reported accessioning electronic 
records in any manner.
In response, CoSA launched in 2011 the State Electronic 
Records Initiative (SERI). During 2011, CoSA completed 
the first phase of SERI, the goal of which was to create a 
detailed profile of the status of each state’s electronic records 
program. The profile was created through the coordinated 
work of a team of SERI committee members, CoSA staff, 
and SERI consultant Phillip Bantin. Representatives from 
the 56 states and territories were contacted and asked to 
complete a written survey addressing the following:
•	 Archives and records management legislation, including 
the long-term management of electronic records
•	 Policies currently in place
•	 Archival and records management staff (including job 
descriptions)
•	 Functional requirements already in place
•	 Metadata models used
•	 Relationships with Information Technology units 
(internal and statewide)
•	 How the state’s records management program currently 
addresses electronic records
•	 If the archives seek to capture records from local govern-
ment agencies
•	 Whether electronic records are currently accessioned, 
and, if so, what is the total volume and format types used
Each archivist was also asked to assess the status of his/her 
electronic records program using a letter scale:
A. An electronic records program is in place that 
addresses all stages from creation in the agency to 
long-term preservation.
B. An electronic records program is in place but does not 
address all stages of the lifecycle.
C. The state has started to develop an electronic records 
program (or plans to do so), but little or nothing has 
been implemented.
D. No progress has been made in addressing electronic 
records.
The SERI team followed up with telephone interviews. 
A majority of the states confirmed they did not have 
an electronic records program in place. In addition, 17 
states and territories indicated their archives had not yet 
accessioned electronic records. Interviewees were asked 
about the keys to their success and the barriers preventing 
them from success. The number one need identified was 
more staff with training and experience in electronic 
records management. 
CoSA also asked consultants Charles Dollar and Lori 
Ashley to assess the collective condition of state and 
territorial electronic records programs using their Digital 
Preservation Capability Maturity Model (DPCMM). The 
(Continued on page 26)
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model measures 15 key components of a digital preservation 
program. Here, too, the programs fell short, with an average 
composite score of “minimal” capability, while some states 
and territories fell into the “nominal” capability ranking, 
the lowest of the five capability levels. Their report noted 
that “Unless electronic records are adequately managed 
and protected from the point of their creation/receipt, their 
authenticity and usability over time may become suspect, 
and therefore, undermine the foundation of our democratic 
processes.”4 
Phase II: Moving Forward
Phase II of SERI focuses on moving forward. After the results 
of Phase I, the Steering Committee outlined next steps to 
build a comprehensive program to strengthen the manage-
ment of archival electronic records in all states, territories, and 
the District of Columbia. Four key areas were identified and 
a subcommittee was formed to focus on each area. 
1. Education Subcommittee
•	 Develop and recommend criteria for continuing 
education grant funding
•	 Develop and recommend curriculum for the (one) 
Primary and (three) Advanced State Electronic 
Records Institutes
•	 Identify appropriate presenters for the four 
institutes
•	 Work with SERI’s Best Practices and Tools 
Subcommittee to identify potential continuing 
education opportunities for inclusion on the 
electronic records resources Web site
•	 Explore post-institute training opportunities/
methods
2. Awareness Subcommittee 
•	 Coordinate electronic records awareness and 
advocacy programming through CoSA and SERI
•	 Recommend, develop, and implement a national 
awareness campaign centered on electronic re-
cords and preservation
•	 Create partnerships with other groups
3. Governance Subcommittee 
•	 Identify existing state and territorial governance 
models and establish best practices
•	 Consider establishing a model law for electronic 
records management
•	 Provide proposals to establish records governance 
within the IT infrastructure
•	 Identify critical roles for governance to work 
correctly and to achieve functional outcomes
4. Best Practices & Tools Subcommittee 
•	 Establish and identify standards and tools for the 
entire lifecycle of electronic records from records 
management through preservation
•	 Identify existing resources and tools for inclusion 
in an electronic records resource Web site
•	 Identify existing programs and state implementa-
tions of electronic records management systems 
for states and territories to evaluate and consider
•	 Work with SERI’s Education Subcommittee to 
identify potential continuing education oppor-
tunities for inclusion on the electronic records 
resources Web site
•	 Monitor the field for new tools and developing 
best practices to share with CoSA
For the work of the Education Subcommittee, CoSA was 
awarded a Laura Bush grant of $500,000 from IMLS. The 
funds will be used to support continuing education grants 
and to develop Primary and Advanced Institutes for the 
states’ electronic records programs. This grant is serving 
as a cornerstone to advance the state programs by infusing 
them with well-trained staff. 
Awareness and advocacy were identified as key areas 
because if decision makers and the public have a better 
understanding of the challenges of managing electronic 
records, the threat posed by the potential loss of terabytes of 
historic records may be more easily minimized. Efforts are 
afoot to build a national coalition to raise awareness about 
electronic records preservation issues through education 
and by advocating for additional resources. 
Linked to Awareness is SERI’s concept of governance. 
Archivists must have a seat at the information technology 
table so that systems are developed in a framework that takes 
into consideration all aspects of the information governance 
lifecycle. System design must include consideration of 
retention requirements and mechanisms for transferring 
records out of active systems into archival systems. An ef-
fective educational program for state archivists and records 
managers must cover the entire life cycle of electronic 
records—from creation by state agencies, through active use 
for state business, to ingest and preservation by the archives.
The fourth key area identified by SERI is the development 
of best practices and tools. One example of efforts in this 
area is CoSA’s proposal for the development of a Web portal 
to consolidate links to E-records resources for the NHPRC 
and CoSA. When completed, much of the E-resource center 
portal will be made available to the public.
(Continued from page 25)
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This December at the Best Practices Exchange in An-
napolis, Maryland, SERI members will be providing 
updates on their work. The conference will bring together 
those working with electronic records from industry, 
academia, government, and libraries to share ideas and 
successes. Information about the meeting is available at 
www.bpexchange.org. 
Notes
1. Council of State Archivists, Preliminary Report on 




2. Council of State Archivists, The State of State Records: A 
Status Report on State Archives and Records Management 
Programs in the United States, January 2007, http://
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A Preservation Odyssey
By Daria Labinsky, Preservation Programs, National Archives at St. Louis
Proclaiming that “our concern for our documentary 
heritage doesn’t stop at our own doors,” Archivist of the 
United States David S. Ferriero welcomed more than 160 
attendees to the National Archives and Records Adminis-
tration’s (NARA) 26th annual Preservation Conference, 
“A Preservation Odyssey: Paths to the Future,” on October 
19. 
The event, which took place at the National Archives 
Building on Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C., 
featured presentations on preservation, conservation, 
reformatting, outreach, and environment and storage 
technology. 
Keynote speaker David M. Rubenstein explained how and 
why he bought the last privately owned copy of the Magna 
Carta, the English document that inspired the authors of 
the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights. 
“I wanted to make sure that it was kept in the United 
States,” said Rubenstein, a philanthropist and cofounder/
co-CEO of the Carlyle Group. “I thought that by putting 
it on display here, what I could do is not only ensure that 
it would stay in the country, but any discussions about it 
would help people remind themselves more about Ameri-
can history. It’s my theory that very few people know as 
much about our country’s history as they should.” 
Rubenstein has made a permanent loan of the Magna 
Carta to the National Archives and has paid for its 
restoration and encasement. NARA conservators treated 
the document and worked with engineers at the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology to create an ideal 
housing environment for it before it went on public display 
in February 2012. 
Doris A. Hamburg, NARA’s director of Preservation 
Programs, spoke about how preservation and conservation 
have changed over the years and what we can expect in the 
future. She noted that archivists and preservationists need 
to integrate preservation strategies and keep sustainability 
in mind when they consider how and what to preserve. For 
example, offering on-line access to holdings sustains com-
munity involvement, and digitization reduces handling of 
original documents. Reducing energy usage can save the 
environment, money, and the holdings, simultaneously.
Amy Lubick, a senior paper conservator and conservation 
digitization coordinator at NARA, spoke about the dif-
ficulties she has encountered when working with large, 
nineteenth-century maps of the Missouri River that 
belong to the National Archives Central Plains Region 
in Kansas City, Missouri. The conservation process has 
involved mending, tape and adhesive removal, and lining 
the maps, then digitizing them. 
NARA Senior Photo Conservator Sara Shpargel discussed 
how NARA is treating and digitizing photos in many 
media, including lantern slides, and offered a look at 
conserving anti-German propaganda posters from Russia. 
Senior Paper Conservator Susan Page talked about the 
work she has done on a 22-foot-long drawing of the S.S. 
Leviathan, including the problems staff encountered when 
exhibiting the unwieldy piece.
The afternoon session opened with an up-close video of 
space shuttles blasting off, courtesy of Brad Lawrence, 
computer science lead at Kennedy Advanced Visualiza-
tion Environments Digital Image Analysis Facility at the 
Kennedy Space Center. Lawrence’s presentation covered 
the equipment, processes, and formats used to achieve 
the highest quality imagery possible of the space shuttles 
in flight, and featured infrared and 3D modeling. He 
described how film and video footage have been used as 
flight data analysis tools. 
Arkival Technology Corporation President Ronald D. 
Weiss brought the audience back down to Earth with 
some hard facts on problems inherent in digitization. 
While digital storage continues to get cheaper, product 
obsolescence, lack of manufacturer support, and unreli-
ability can still lead to failures. Not even the cloud is one 
hundred percent safe, Weiss said, noting that cloud storage 
failures have cost $70 million since 2007. The only way to 
prevent data failure, he said, is “backup, backup, backup.”
John Faundeen, archivist at the U.S. Geological Survey’s 
Earth Resources Observation and Science Center in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, discussed appraisal, environmental 
monitoring, and the repercussions of allowing free access 
to the data at his facility, which stores observational records 
such as satellite images and aerial photos. His agency has 
developed a set of 42 questions used to determine whether 
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or not to retain a collection. Faundeen reiterated Weiss’s 
“backup” advice, noting that the digitized versions of his 
records are stored in three different locations.
The conference concluded with two presentations focusing 
on outreach. Nancy E. Kraft, the head of preservation and 
conservation at the University of Iowa Libraries, spoke 
about her experiences teaching basic preservation, con-
servation, and disaster response techniques to librarians 
and archivists from emerging nations. Conservator Beth 
Doyle, head of the Conservation Services Department 
at Duke University Libraries, offered advice on using a 
variety of social media to promote your institution. Doyle’s 
blog Preservation Underground includes a collaborative 
component called “The 1091 Project,” with which she and 
Melissa Tedone of Iowa State University’s Parks Library 
Preservation Department share their perspectives on 
conservation topics that relate to both their labs. 
Next summer, NARA–St. Louis and the National Person-
nel Records Center will host the 27th annual NARA Pres-
ervation Conference. The conference will commemorate 
the 40th anniversary of the facility’s tragic fire and will 
focus on emergency response and recovery. Visit http://
www.archives.gov/preservation/conferences for updates.
Mixed Media: Working with Audio and Visual Materials-
Pau1 Eisloeffel, Assistant Editor, Nebraska State Historical Society 
Goodbye and Welcome 
With this issue, Paul Eisloeffel completes his term as Assistant Editor for "Mixed Media." Many thanks to Paul for 
three years of informative articles on some of the most challenging issues facing our profession! 
Taking over is Heather Fox from the Filson Historical Society. Welcome, Heather! MACers interested in writing a 
column for "Mixed Media" are encouraged to contact Heather at hfox@filsonlusrorical.org. 
ETs in the Archives (Electrical Transcription Discs, That Is) 
By PaulEisloejfel, Nebraska State Historical Society 
They are commonly one-inch in diameter and won't fit on 
any standard turntable. They spin at 33 1/3 revolutions 
per minute (rpm) rather than the more common 78 rpm, 
and sometimes play from the inner hub outwards. They 
are made of aluminum, tin, or glass- sometimes even 
paper-and are most often coated with cellulose nitrate 
plastic. In short, they aren't the kind of albums you're likely 
to find in a vintage record store-but you might find them 
in your archives. They are electrical transcription discs. 
Electrical transcription discs, or "ETs," are recordings 
made from radio broadcasts or intended for broadcast 
use. In use from the late 1920s into the early 1960s, ETs 
are also called "broadcast" or "radio" transcription discs, 
or simply "platters," in the vernacular of early radio. The 
use of the word "electrical" to describe these unique sound 
documents signifies a special place in the history of sound 
recording: ETs were one of the first to employ electromag-
netic, instead of mechanical, recording devices (such as 
microphones and amplifying devices). This resulted in 
much higher fidelity in recording and playback. 
History and Production 
ETs got their start in the movies. From 1926 through the 
early 1930s, the motion picture industry sometimes used 
16-inch recordings to provide the audio for some movie 
sound systems. Much later, ETs were also used for educa-
tion, office dictation, and field recording, but, starting in the 
early 1930s, their predominant use was in the radio industry. 
Several factors played into this entrenchment the expanding 
sponsorship of radio programming, the advent of "library 
services" providing stock music and licensed programming 
to broadcasters, and increased program standardization and 
scheduling by broadcast networks and their ever-expanding 
number of local affiliates. All of this came at a time when 
the public relied more and more on radio as a leading source 
of information and entertainment. 
There are two types of electrical transcription discs. 
"Pressings "were made in the same way as other commercial 
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disc recordings: a master disc that held the audio 
information was pressed onto blanks. This was a method of 
mass production, and accounted for the inventory oflibrary 
services and copies of broadcasts from radio networks. 
The other type of ET, the "instantaneous disc," was 
recorded in the local radio station or sound studio. Using 
a kind of lathe designed for the purpose, sound was 
captured on blank discs by carving out the grooves that 
held the audio information. This was not a means of mass 
production; rather, each recording was unique unto itself. 
This method was used for recording local advertisements, 
station identifications, public service announcements, and 
sometimes local programming.1 Instantaeous discs are 
particularly valuable for archival collections, due to their 
one-of-a-kind nature. 
Figure 1: The Control Room of Omaha radio station KFAB, c. 
1935, shows two electrical transcription disc machines in the lower 
left foreground: the nearest is a player, and behind it is an instanta-
neous disc recorder. Courtesy Nebraska State Historical Society. 
Blank electrical transcription discs consist of a rigid 
substrate (base), most commonly aluminum, coated with a 
laminate that received the grooves either through pressing 
or cutting. While different substances were used as a 
laminate (including shellac, resin, and cellulose acetate), 
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most after the mid-1930s were coated with cellulose 
nitrate.2 During World War II, when aluminum was in 
high demand for the war effort, the manufacturers of 
blanks switched to the use of glass as a base, which proved 
a good substitute, but for its fragility. Aluminum was still 
used for pressings sent overseas during the war. 
Preservation Issues 
Figure 2: This instantaneous 
electrical transcription disc, 
containing commercials for a local 
department store, was recorded in 
the studio of radio station KFAB, 
c. 1940. The arrow drawn on it 
indicates the initial placement of 
the stylus. Courtesy Nebraska State 
Historical Society. 
As you can imagine 
from the above descrip-
tions of the physical 
makeup of electrical 
transcription discs, they 
are rife with preserva-
tion issues. Glass bases 
can crack or break. Wax 
"China" pencil marks, 
made by local engi-
neers, sometimes grace 
their surfaces. Later-
ally cut instantaneous 
discs are good for only 
a very limited number 
of plays. And like any 
other audio discs, they 
can scratch or be dam-
aged by poor handling or the use of incorrect styli. 
But the most common malady afflicting ETs is the 
formation of palmitic acid deposits, which derive from the 
castor oil used as a plasticizer in the nitrate laminate. In 
their early stages, deposits appear as a fine white dust. This 
later turns into a greasy coating. As the plasticizer exudes 
from the nitrate laminate, the laminate can shrink, become 
brittle, and pull away from the base.3 
Then there is access to the content. The labels and notes on 
the original paper sleeves (if they exist) might shed some light 
on this, but as with other machine-dependent doCllments, 
there is no substitute for playback.4 And playback is an 
especially difficult proposition for ETs, given their size, groove 
configurations, and possible condition issues. 5 
Most archives are not equipped to deal with the conservation 
and transcoding of electrical transcription discs. Fortunately 
for us, there are labs that are well-versed in handling and 
cleaning ETs and creating digital surrogates. But what can 
an archives do? 
As with other archival materials, a stable environment is 
paramount. High humidity and temperatme variations 
can bring the onset of palmitic acid deterioration, so a low 
and even temperature and relative hwnidity is best-much 
like that used for film-based documents like photographic 
negatives and motion picture film. Deterioration can also 
be staved off with storage in acid-free buffered sleeves, 
especially after cleaning. Local air exchange can help with 
acidic off-gassing. And well-supported vertical storage will 
help protect discs from the uneven pressme that can lead 
to cracks or breaks. 
Why They Survived, and Why They Didn't 
History, chemistry, and simple luck have all contributed 
both to the continued existence of some electrical transcrip-
tion discs and the downfall of others. Their fragility and 
susceptibility to damage and deterioration factor highly 
in their absence. Aluminum-based discs were salvaged for 
the war effort, and countless discs were no doubt tossed in 
the name of reducing storage costs and providing space for 
newer technologies. And the specter of format obsolescence, 
the bane of all machine-dependent documents, would 
certainly have aided in any rash decisions to discard these 
unique-albeit decidedly high-maintenance-resources. 
But despite all of this, ETs still do exist, and in great 
numbers. After all, they were created in vast quantity 
and saturated an industry that pervaded our culture. The 
technology was used not only locally but in national, 
corporate, and governmental settings. Radio and sound 
recording hobbyists are keen to seek them out and collect 
them. And many have found their way into the protective 
embrace of archives. 
Notes 
1. For economy, stations did not make a practice of 
recording local programming. The common exception 
was for entertainers or sponsors who requested copies. 
2. For reasons unknown, electrical transcription discs 
coated with cellulose nitrate were commonly referred 
to as "acetate" discs. 
3. Fortunately, palmitic acid deposits can be removed 
using the right techniques and cleaners. 
4. A label and sleeve can hold information not only 
about content, but also about the disc's technical and 
bibliographical properties, like lateral or vertical cut, 
playback speed, inside or outside start, type of stylus 
to use, provenance, and copyright information. 
5. The grooves pressed or cut into electrical transcription 
discs require special styli not common to standard 
turntables. 
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Keep Calm and Expect the Unexpected
By Justin Seidler
The world of archives and special collections can be 
overwhelming and tumultuous for students and new 
archivists. Archival graduate programs aim to prepare 
students for professional endeavors by providing theoretical 
background and as much hands-on experience as possible. 
However, knowledge of theory is quite different from 
the wisdom of experience. In the pursuit of professional 
goals related to standards and best practices, as well as 
ethical decision-making, it becomes all too apparent 
that the reality of archives does not always follow the 
scripted theory learned in academic course work. On the 
contrary, one may encounter obstacles of such import 
and frequency that we are left thinking, “this is not at all 
what I expected.”
Anything from unusual materials to effective management 
of time, resources, and people can pose unforeseen 
challenges. The purpose of this article is to call attention 
to the fact that these obstacles, or “hiccups,” are not only 
unavoidable, but constitute the very fabric and character of 
the profession—they are as common to a budding archivist 
as books are to a library, and can often lead to amusing 
anecdotes and cautionary tales of the “dos and don’ts” of 
archival practice. Therefore, it is important to remember 
that the archivist’s path requires flexibility, adaptability, 
and a positive attitude in order to earn the wisdom gained 
from time and practical experience. In other words, keep 
calm and expect the unexpected.
Despite the attempts of repositories to control the massive 
amounts of materials in their collections through finely 
tuned collecting policies, responsible selection and 
appraisal methods, and considerations of ethics and 
finance, the up-and-coming archivist is sure to encounter 
items that do not seem to belong anywhere in particular—
or anywhere at all. It is not uncommon during the 
negotiations of donor agreements to accept items that do 
not fall under an organization’s collecting policy in order 
to obtain an exceedingly valuable collection. For example, 
imagine processing the collection of a prominent and 
recently deceased university professor. The majority of the 
collection is comprised of paper-based documents, such as 
research, publications, awards, personal manuscripts—and 
an unexpected 100-year-old fraternity paddle that adorned 
the subject’s office wall, most likely belonging to a friend 
or family member from an unknown institution. The 
paddle bears no direct connection to the professor, to 
the research value of the collection, or to the collecting 
policy of the archives. What does one do with the paddle? 
Deciding how best to proceed in situations like this can be 
perplexing, or even exasperating, especially when trying 
to meet a deadline. However, this is exactly the type of 
experience that generates a deeper understanding of the 
profession, and it should be taken in stride. 
The discovery of bizarre and unusual items is relatively 
common when processing collections and may include 
encounters with unusual objects such as risqué literature, 
petrified ham sandwiches, and illicit or even dangerous 
materials. For example, an archivist accidentally pricks 
his or her finger with a rusty metal pin used to secure 
a stack of nineteenth-century documents, or discovers 
illegal recreational items in the collection of a popular 
recording artist. “What on Earth…?” is usually the initial 
response, but rather than succumb to frustration and 
confusion, it is wise to keep an open mind, ask appropriate 
questions of colleagues, and add the answers to one’s “bag 
of tricks.” Whether the solutions involve the consultation 
of a doctor or the local authorities for hazardous waste 
removal, experiences such as these help mold the career of 
a knowledgeable archivist.
Unusual occurrences are inevitable setbacks; setbacks lead 
to lost time, and lost time can lead to anxiety. “I have 
to spend the next three hours doing what?” is a phrase 
uttered by every professional at some point. One way to 
preemptively address this problem is to learn effective time 
management skills. During the creation of a processing 
plan, one must be certain to account for these unusual 
occurrences and to anticipate potential setbacks. Preventing 
the careless errors made during those rushed moments, such 
as mislabeling folders or omitting information, can save 
valuable time. This can be challenging for an archivist who 
lacks wisdom earned from years of experience. Learning 
to keep calm and expect the unexpected is a positive step 
toward overcoming any obstacle. Keep in mind, however, 
that even if the process is free of unforeseen obstacles and 
unintentional mishaps, the world of archives and special 
collections has quirks that are best navigated with extreme 
patience and a sense of humor. 
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UP-AND-COMERS—Continued  
Justin Seidler, Assistant Editor 
Consider the following scenario: a potential donor is 
interested in donating a quite valuable collection of 
manuscripts and memorabilia, but later, upon viewing the 
collection in storage, adds the stipulation that every object 
in the collection be preserved in Mylar. The collection 
of over two thousand items has already been acquired, 
arranged, and described at the item level by the original 
archivist. The preservation of the collection, now your 
responsibility, requires a period of approximately one 
week of working hours, which can be extremely taxing 
on both material and human resources but is nonetheless 
necessary. Following this weeklong extravaganza, you, 
the up-and-coming archivist, begin dreaming at night of 
being lost in an endless and inescapable forest of Mylar! 
Although archival work of this sort can seem daunting, 
it is important to remember these are the “dues one must 
pay” to gain insight and perspective on matters not only of 
labor, but also the importance of public and professional 
relations.
Many up-and-comers choose archival studies in the 
hopes that they will be able to avoid social interaction, 
and instead process collections in solitude and haunt the 
stacks like ghosts. To be certain, this is a very romantic 
and fundamentally misguided notion. Information 
science itself is created by and for the people, meaning 
that archivists must not only tailor their work to meet the 
needs of users, but must also cooperate with coworkers and 
the information science community at-large to determine 
and accomplish appropriate goals. Every master’s degree 
candidate in this field takes a management course, but 
no textbook can provide the practical experience of 
interpersonal communication. “People skills” are a must, 
and, as with the unexpected hiccups that occupy so 
much of the archival profession, they cannot necessarily 
be taught in a classroom, nor will personal interactions 
always unfold as planned. 
Ultimately, it is how we choose to deal with these 
inherent uncertainties that characterizes the nature of our 
profession. Flexibility, adaptability, and a positive attitude 
are essential to keeping calm and expecting the unexpected 
when faced with the unusual challenges of archives and 
special collections.
Students in the Field at the University of Michigan
By Erin Platte, University of Michigan SAA Student Chapter
Up-and-Comers News Bytes
This year, the Student Chapter of the Society of American 
Archivists at the University of Michigan is focusing on 
building a stronger bridge among chapter members, the 
archival field, alumni, and the Ann Arbor community in 
general. Students are working to provide members with a 
variety of opportunities to become actively involved with 
their communities, and at the same time showcase their 
work. During the summer, the group created a blog series 
entitled Students in the Field, featuring the work of Chapter 
members. This series encourages readers to explore new 
aspects of the archival field previously considered to be 
beyond their reach. In addition, the Chapter implemented 
service projects that assisted both the campus radio station 
(WCBN) and the Matthaei Botanical Gardens in the 
digitization and preservation of their collections.
The Student Chapter is currently inviting speakers to 
present information on a variety of subjects, including 
unexpected job opportunities in the archival field, born-
digital materials, and certification. Shadrack Katuu of 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) recently spoke 
about unique opportunities for archivists, while Mark 
Matienzo, a digital archivist at Yale University, introduced 
students to digital forensics using open source tools. In 
the coming year, the Chapter anticipates discussions 
between university alumni and current students through 
an event series entitled Words of Wisdom, and will be 
actively promoting collaboration with other student 
chapters. As the SAA Student Chapter at the University 
of Michigan moves into a new year, it looks forward to 
inviting additional archivists to speak to members, either 
in person or via video chat, on a range of issues including 
certification and advocacy.
People and Posts-David McCartney, Assistant Editor, University of Iowa 
The MAC Membership Committee invites members to share positions, appointments, and honors in the "People and Posts" 
column. Please send items to David McCartney, University Archivist, University of Iowa Libraries, Department of Special 
Collections, Main Library, Iowa City, IA 52242-1420; 319-335-5921; david-mccartney@uiowa.edu. 
Lisa Rickey is now archivist for 
digital initiatives and outreach at 
Wright State University Special 
Collections and Archives in Dayton, 
Ohio. She has also been named 
chair of the Miami Valley Archives 
Roundtable. 
Beth Myers is the new director of 
the Walter P. Reuther Library and 
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs 
at Wayne State University in Detroit. 
The Sisters of Charity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in Dubuque, Iowa, 
announce the appointment of 
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PEOPLE AND POSTS—Continued 
David McCartney, Assistant Editor 
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Other News-Jennie Thomas, Editor, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum 
New Exhibit Opening: The Johnston Research Exhibit 
A.T. Still University's Museum of Osteopathic Medicine is 
happy to announce the completed Johnston Research Exhibit, 
located in the rear portion of the main galleries. Produced in 
10 sections, this long-awaited exhibit addresses the history and 
development of osteopathic medical research, starting with its 
shared historic roots in ancient medicine. The first portion of the 
exhibit examines the development of medical research in both 
Europe and America up through the nineteenth century-this 
portion is essential for understanding the context under which 
Dr. Still developed his perspective on medical care and a more 
comprehensive approach to treating the human body. 
This first image reveals a portion of the first three "historical 
context" panels. 
The visitor then moves into an explanation of how it was that 
Dr. Still reached his conclusions. By examining artifacts, im-
ages, and first-hand accounts, one can hopefully understand 
some of the complex factors that led to his early and mid-life 
conclusions regarding health care and educating the osteo-
path. By mid-exhibit, we hope that the visitor might begin to 
understand how both medical research and clinical education 
dovetailed to evolve into what became the scientific basis of 
osteopathic medicine. The main portion of the exhibit brings 
together early philosophy with the pragmatic development 
of a school and curriculum- a development shaped by the 
selection of faculty, facility, and ideology. 
The second half of the exhibit chronologically advances from 
the Flexner Era (pushing for higher national educational 
standards) through the subsequent decades of osteopathic 
research in cranial manipulation of the 1930s and 1940s, 
and into the 1950s-the age of J. S. Denslow, Irvin Korr, 
and others. 
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The last section of the exhibit looks at the influence that Dr. 
William L. Johnston had on the curriculum from 1950 to 
the end of his career. He and his New England Osteopathic 
Association peers knew that better teaching methods were 
needed for students in order to achieve consistent results in 
osteopathic manipulation treatment. The last part of the 
exhibit brings us to research today by the A.T. Still Research 
Institute (ATSRI). It illustrates Dr. Johnston's influence on 
Dr. Brian Degenhardt. Recent advances in computer technol-
ogy and laser imaging are providing accurate measurement 
in manipulation for physicians like Dr. Degenhardt. In this 
way, the ATSRI is addressing the concerns that Dr. Johnston 
presented in teaching student doctors manipulation. 
Each segment within the exhibit addresses different research 
and educational contributions' and contributors' value 
and complexities, eventually culminating in present day 
manifestations of the osteopathic research and educational 
model. A special thank you is extended to Merilyn Brooks 
and Gail Johnston, Dr. Johnston's daughters, who helped to 
fund both the exhibit and the finding aid for their father's 
extensive research in osteopathic medicine. 
The central (main) section of the exhibit features early American 
School of Osteopathy equipment, imagery, and interpretation 
of the school's first formative years and the development of a 
science-based osteopathic education. 
OTHER NEWS-continued 
Jennie Thomas, Editor------------------------------
Farewell, Regionalia! Hello, New 
On-Line Event Calendar! 
Although we're sad to see the end of our regular "Re-
gionalia" column in the MAC Newsletter, rest assured 
that there is still a forum for our members to learn 
about upcoming professional events from across the 
country. The new calendar will be accessible on-line 
at the MAC Web site, which will mean you'll always 
have the most updated and accurate version available 
at your fingertips. Check out the new calendar at 
http://www.midwestarchives.org/calendar. 
If you have an event you'd like to make the member-
ship aware of, please send the relevant information 
to Jeremy Brett at archiv_boy@yahoo.com. It'll be 
posted right away. Be sure to check the calendar 
regularly for new updates! 
Volunteers Needed for the Archival 
Issues Editorial Board 
The editorial board of Archival Issues: The Journal of the 
Midwest Archives Conference has three vacancies to fill this 
spring. If you are interested in being considered, please 
submit a brief resume, noting any writing and/or editing 
experience, along with a statement of interest by March l, 
2013 to barbara.floyd@ucoledo.edu. Questions? Contact 
Barbara Floyd, editorial board chair, at 419-530-2170 or 
at the E-mail listed. 
MAC ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
MAC offers advertisers easy and effective ways to market products, services, and announcements. These outlets include 
its newsletter, journal, Annual Meeting program, and Web site. The newsletter, journal, and annual meeting program 
reach more than 900 individual and institutional members in the Midwest and across the United States; more than 
16,000 people visit the MAC Web site annually. 
For more information concerning advertising with MAC, and exhibits and sponsorships during conferences, 
please contact MAC Vendor Coordinator Nicole Garrett, Albion College, Stockwell-Mudd Libraries, 602 E. Cass 
St., Albion, MI 49224; phone: 517-629-0487; E-mail: ngarrett@albion.edu; or visit MAC's Web site: http://www 
.midwestarchives.org/. 
MAC Advertising Packages 
Publication and Freguencv Size of Ad Cost Per Issue Cost Per Year 
MAC Newsletter (quarterly) Full page $250 $800 (20% discount) 
Half page $150 $510 (15% discount) 
Quarter page $75 $270 (10% discount) 
Eighth page $50 $190 (5% discount) 
Business Card $50 $190 
Archival Issues (single issue) Full page $250 $250 
Half page $150 $150 
Quarter page $75 $75 
Eighth page $50 $50 
Annual Meeting Program (annually) Full page $250 $250 
Half page $150 $150 
Quarter page $75 $75 
Eighth page $50 $50 
Business Card $50 $50 
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Emeritus Scholarship for First-Time 
MAC Meeting Attendees
Lydia Lucas (2012–2014)
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